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I ntroduction to the 2001 edition.

This book waspublishedsome 50yearsago, in an incomplet
form. As you will see, from thereface, itwasn't published by th
author.

50 years isn't a very long time imistory, but it is a long timeri
knowledge andechnology. W. Marstoicreswas unabldo confinr
some of the thingthat were eventuallincluded inthe book. Itwoulc
be unfair of us tdblamehim, ashe passed away before tad finishec
his research. The problem wdace is whether a documenwith sone
very interesting information shouldt on shelvebecause oérrors, o
be re-publishedwith a caveat. I've decidedthe latter. With th
assistance of Hazel Hudson, we can statee and for althat there wa
not a port in Védmore...shipglid not sail up theBorough! Marsto
was incorrect in his understandinf what a portreevewas andthat le
to some misunderstandings.

| believethat it is more important tdhave some information
knowing that there are errors, than no information at all. Be assuted tha
thereare errors inthis book, but making thisocumentavailableusing
today’'stechnology allows ugo look into otherplaces forthe truth.
What is reported asfactual is fairly accurate,but what is left ¢
conjecture should be viewed with a suspect eye.

Oneday wehope to publish asecondedition, of sorts, that wil
correctwhat is incorrectput for now we can only offer the abow
caveat...andur thanks to W. Marstoicres for his brief history d
Wedmore.

-Michael Tutton-
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
August 2001



PREFACE

Wilfrid M arston Acres was engaged inwriting this history &
Wedmore during the years bfs residence irthe parish (1941-53). &+
was working on it at the time of hideathon, St. George'sDay, 1953
and he had spoken to melo$ intention torevisesome sectionsand ¢
adding a chapter on " Wedmore Today."

On consideration | have thoughtwiser to publish the ranuscrip
as he left it rather than tadd to it byanother hand. | aranxious tha
the learningandresearch hdédrought to histask should bevailable r
book form so that local historians may use his wamll continue tla
story in future years.

The sketches for th#ustrationswere presented tthe author
Bergan Birkett before his death in 1949. Neither author nor artist lived t
see his work in this final form, and its present publication matake
as a tribute to these two friends who had so many interests in common.

E. LOUIE ACRES,
Glanville Lodge,
Wedmore,
Somerset.
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A Brief History of Wedmore

1. THE ISLE OF WEDMORE.

Between the valleys of the riveBsue and Axein Central Somerse
a ridge of high ground, about eightmiles in lengthand varying ir
breadth from one to founiles, rises from thesurrounding moorlandct
rathermore than 200eet above sekevel in severalplaces. Inremot
times this highgroundwas an islands thewatersand narshes of th
Axe separated it from the mainlaad the east while oits western sid
there wasa largeinlet of thesea extending afsr south asPilton. The
Saxons named it "The Isle of Wedmore."

The erection of asea-wall at Burnham bythe monks ©
Glastonbury in the 14th century, and the drainage systems ofitatey
have effectedthe reclamation ofmuch of the original @mrshland whic
surrounded the island, but urttie middle ofthe 16thcenturylakes an
swampsmade Wedmorelifficult of access. INL607 thecollapse of th
sea-wall at Burnham caused 100 squmites of northerrSomerset to &
flooded to adepth oftwelve feetandgreat storms, in 1703and 1811,
drove the, sea inland dar asGlastonbury. Even ahe presentday te
floodedstate of the moorafter periodsof heavyrain makes iteasy t
visualise Wedmore as an island.

Though the primitive peoples whecane to Britain in successig
waves from the Continent of Europe before the beginning of th
Christian era have left many evidenadstheir settlements in Somerset
very few traces ofpre-historicman have beenfound in the vale ©
Bridgwater or inthe marshesf the Axe. It seems probabléerefore
that theisolatedandrocky islandknown subsequently as ¥dmore wa
but very sparselypopulated inancient tines, and were itnot for the
discovery of aNeolithic axe head,now in the Wells Museum, itnight
reasonably have been conjectured thatislandvas entirelyuninhabite
until the coming of the Romans to Britain.

2. THE ROMAN OCCUPATION.
The landings of Julius Ceasar on ttwast of Kent in55 B.C. an
the following year were merely punitive expeditiantended tooverave
the inhabitants of Britain and discourage them from sending assistance t
Gaul. Consequently after receiving their submission Caesar withdeew hi
forces before penetrating far into the country. But in 43 A.D. the



EmperorClaudius, beingambitious toadd Britain to the Roma
Empire, sent AuliusPlautius with aformidable army to conquer th
land. Thesouth-eastermparts of Britainsoon submittedto him, aw
althoughCaractacusnaintained resistance ithe Westfor sometime,
Ostorius Scapula, theuccessor oPlautius ascommander othe army
had subdued Somerset and founded the City of Bath by the year 50 A.D.

One of the decisivbattles of thecampaign in Soerset, inwhick
Ostorius defeated a tribe tfe Belgaeknown as theCangi, was fough
in 49 A.D. at the hamlet of Casttear WookeyA hill to the south b
the village, known as Fenny Castle, which was the scene of the conflict
still shows the remains of British earthworks.

Occasionaldiscoveries oRoman coinsandpotsherds in \&dmoe
and the surroundinghamletssuggest that smalgarrisons of Ronma
soldiers were maintained on the island, and there is reason to believe tha
one of these garrisons wascated at Castle in the hamlet fo
Heath-housewhere several skeletonswere unearthed in1883. Th
garrisonswould havekept a look-outover thewestern seaand ha¥
guardedthe approaches to Bhdip where, as early as 489.D., the
Romanswereworking theleadmines. Thesoldierswere not needed ¢
control the Britons who, once theyere subdued, gavitle trouble, an
during the 350 years die Romanoccupation theyvereable to purste
undisturbedthe peacefulactivities oftilling the ground,fishing in tte
salt lakes, and snaring the wild-fowl of the woodlands and marshes.

3. THE SAXON CONQUEST.

The gradualwithdrawal ofthe Roman legions frorBritain in the
early years othe 5thcentury wassoon followed by attacksfrom the
Picts and Scots, which the Britons, longuntrained inwarfare, founc
great difficulty in repelling. They,therefore,sought help from th
Saxons, and in 449 HengiashdHorsalanded inKent with consideralsl
forces; but, having assisted to expehe northernhordes,they turne
their arms against theformer allies, andalthough the Britongainedz
great victory at Aylesford in 455, when Horsawas Kkilled, large
reinforcementsfrom the Continent enabled Hengist to push ki
adversaries, westward and to establish himself as King of Kent in 457.

Through the remainingears ofthe 5th centuryand during the
century following, Saxon tribes overran theeaterpart of England. Bu
although Cerdic established himself as Kinghaf West Saxons in 519
Somerset was nanvadeduntil 577 when Ceawlin, after a battle &
DeorhamwherethreeBritish kings were killed, capturedBath, pushe
across the Avon, and reached the south side of Mendip. There, however,



his progresswas, checked bythe marshy countrysurroundirg
Glastonbury,and it was notuntil 658 thatCenwalchadvancedhrougd
the southern part of theounty to the Parretind capturedall the rid
land west of Pethertobetweenthe Parretandthe lle. Even then miic
of the centralpart ofthe countyremained unconquerefyyr the Britons
held the Poldenswherethey were protected orthe north by thegrea
central lake ofSomersetand onthe south by the vastxpanse of th
Sedgmoomarshes. 1682, however,Centwinedrovethe British frar
the hills and pursuedthem acrossthe Parrett adar as Cannington
Included in the territory gained by the Saxonghég time was anislarc
to which they gave the nami¢ado-maer " (i.e., Vado, the famousite
one of their leaders. In thaurse of timethis namebecamesimplifiec
to "Wedmore."

4. SAXON SETTLEMENTS AT WEDMORE.

It was fortunate fothe Britons in Somersdhat the Saxons ba
acceptedChristianity before they had mademuch progresswith the
conquest of Wstern Englandfor the indiscriminate slaughter ro
completedisplacement othe population which toolplace when tte
invaders wergoagans gave way ta more humanepolicy underwhicl
the conqueredpeople were allowed to remain and sites and buildings
associatedwith the British Churchwere sparedrom destruction D
desecration.Cynegils, King of Wessex,had receivedbaptism fror
Bishop Birinus in 63%nd Centwinehad followed the example of i
father a yeatater. It is not surprisingtherefore that after his conques
of central Somerset in 682 Centwine sholudve grantedthe Island, ¢
Wedmore to \iffrid, Bishop of York, probably inthe beliefthat «
isolated a place would providesaitable sitefor a monastergimilar tc
that established byhe bishop at Selsey in thpgecedingyear. Wifrid
however, being fully occupied with missionary work amongstSbat
Saxons, transferred his rights to Wedmore to the Abbey of Glastonbury
but it did not longremain inthe Abbey'spossessionprobablybecaus
Caedwalla, whesucceedeentwine as kingn 685, refused toconfimr
the original grant and claimed the island as royal property.

In accordancewith their invariable practice the Saxonsquickly
settled themselves by families on taed they had¢onquered by makin
clearings in thdforests or byutilising the unappropriatedvaste to star
farming. Place names oillages on the isle of \@dmorebearing sukc
suffixes as'ton," "ham," and"worth," to which thepersonal hamesf o
leaders or heads d&milies were added,indicate,the localities ofthes
settlements, mostf which are neawater. The Britondiving on the
island were generally left undisturbed if they were landowners, ©



employed as serfs if thayere not. Theistatus wasafe-guarded in &9
when King Ina issued a codelafvs giving definiterights to hisBritisk
subjects, including the right to hold land.

5. THE KINGDOM OF ENGLAND.

The conquest ofSomerset wasompleted byKing Ina who, afta
defeating darge British force undeithe Welshprince Geraint,advance
the Saxonboundaryfrom the Parrett to the Tonand subsequenil
subdued Western Somerset, driving the British into Devon an
Cornwall. Forpurposes of administration theounty was therdividec
into forty-three "hundreds," a "Hundred" being 100 hidesl a"hide"
much land aswas calculated tomaintain a family. Theisland ¢
Wedmore, together with  Burnham and Brean, was included in tla
Hundred of Bempstone,and settlers round the inland lakes becana
known as "Somersactas,e., Seo-mere-saetafi'dwellers by the se
lake") and from them the county became known as Somerset.

Before his abdication, in726, Ina had made hirgelf master of &l
England south of the Thames, hiuring the following century Merck
disputed the supremacy with Wessex amwaas not until 835, fouyeas
before his death, that Egbert, byconquestand treaty, brought thi
internecinestrife to anend andwas acknowledged aking of the
English.

The consolidation of England under thee king was primarily de
to Egbert's outstanding qualities as a soldier and a diplomat, but a stron
underlying motive to Saxoanity wasthe menace oDanishinvasion
Beginning in 787 with raids on the coaststafgland forthe purpose fo
plunder, it became clear by 851, when a party of the invaders for the firs
time wintered in Thanet, that theyhad determined orconquest an
settlement. Within twentyearsthey over-ranmost of thenorthern
easternand central parts of England and made mny settlements
particularly inthe coastabreasbetweenthe Tyneandthe Thames, Hu
the stubborn spirit othe men of Véssexpreventedthe "heathen-meh
from making anypermanentsettlements in the southeemd wester
counties during that time.

6. ALFRED'S STRUGGLE WITH THE DANES.
The Danish attempt toonquer Véssex began 871 whenthei
ships sailed upthe ThamespassedLondon, and seizedthe town @
Reading.Assembling theiforces,King Ethelredandhis brotherAlfrec
led an assault on the Danish carapdthis wasfollowed by aseries 6
fiercely-contestedbattles inwhich fortunesfluctuated. Eventually tle
exhaustion oboth armiesled to atruce atwhich the Danesagreed ¢



leave Wessex. Ethelred received a wowhéth proved mortain a battk
fought during this year at Marton Wiltshire, and Alfred was chosen a
his successor in the kingship.

For fouryears theravas peacebut in 876 theDanesattacked an
capturedthe town of Wareham inDorset, and later moved to Exete
where they were besiegedy Alfred's men and starvedinto surrender
Again theypromised to leave ¥ssex, but thewent no further tha
Gloucester, and in January, 877, they captured the town of Chippenha
in a surprise attack and by establishing their headquarters there were abl
to dominatethe surroundingcountry. So serious was tlsguation tha
Alfred, with a smallbody of faithful followers, retired tothe island @
Athelney where, on asmall area of firm ground strong in naturad
defences oforestandmorass, heconstructed a fortifiedcamp togethe
with a causeway by which alone it could be approached. At this camp a
army wasgradually assembledhich, from timeto time, madeforays
into the opencountry to cutoff small parties of the enemwand t
capture their supplies.

Before Easter, which fell thayear on March23rd, the forces &
Alfred were threateneffom anotherdirectionwhen aDanishfleet unde
Hubba, after raiding the Somerset cokstded an armyt themouth ¢
the Parrett. Thelefenders, undeddda,Alderman ofDevon, retreated ¢
their camp alCynwit, where they were beseigedbut in a determine
rally they "cut down the pagans in great numbers." Hubba was slain; an
the few survivors fled to their ships.

7. THE BATTLE OF ETHANDUNE.

The destruction ofHubba'sforces encouraged Alfred toplan a
attack on Guthrum's mainposition at Chippenhambefore Danig
reinforcements could bgent thereConsequentlyin the seventh wde
after Easter," i.e., on or about Magth, 878, the Saxon king with <hi
small company left Athelney and, accompanied by men from ot&r
of Somersetrode inone day tothe easterrborders ofSelwood Fores
wherethey were joined by men from Wiltshireand Hampshire.After
another day'snarchand anight in camp theyreachedethandunewhete
the Danes had establishedoutposts to defend their headquarters ta
Chippenham some sixteen miles to the nosdhd in afierce battk
which lastedfrom noon toevening theDaneswererouted. Those wia
survivedthe battleretreated taheir fortified camp atBrattan Hill, but
the Saxons pursued and surrounded:#imp and aftet siege offourteer
daysshortage ofkuppliescompelledGuthrum tosurrenderThe Danig
leaderexpressedhis willingness to give amany hostages asight
demanded, pledgedimself to quit Wessex forever, and declared th



readiness of hiself and many of his principal followersto accep
baptism.

Despite the many previoufailures of the Danes to keep thei
promises,Alfred magnanimouslhagreed to rake peace orthese terms
and after a preliminary treaty had been ratifie@hippenham hand tle
greater part of his army returnedth@ camp at Athelney.he successfo
this shortcampaignhadnot only securedhe safety of Wessexbut ha
madethe Saxonsmaster ofmost of the southand west of England
Ethandune, therefore, may justly teckonedamong thedecisivebattles
of English history.

8. THE DANES AT WEDMORE.

Three weeks after Alfred's return Athelney, Guthrumattended
thirty of the worthiest men thawere in the army "went to Aller fo
baptism at whichAlfred with Ethelnoth,Alderman of Sorarset, stoa@
as sponsorfor the Danishking who was giverthe Christianname 6
"Athelstan." Inaccordancevith the custom in theesarly Church th
priest whoadministeredthe Sacramentanointedthe foreheads of th
baptisedwith holy oil and, to preventhe oil from beingrubbed off
placedwhite linenbands roundheir heads.The "chrysom-loosing" fo
Guthrum, at which the baptismbandwas renoved, took place eigh
days later at Wedmore where Alfred entertainedthe Danes at Hi
manor-house for twelvelays. During that time the terms of &eay
fixing the boundaries betweethe Saxonand Danish kingdoms wer
agreedupon, the Danesretaining most of the countryeast of th
Watling Street (a Romaroadwhich linked Chesterand London)while
Alfred's kingdom comprised the whole of Wessex, Kent and Sussex.

Guthrum honestlyendeavoured tdeep his promises,for whe
fresh bands of marauders attackeéRochester in885 he gave, m
encouragement tthose ofhis East Anglian subjects whoined them
He seems, indeed, to halkeen agenuine convert téhe Christianfaith
as coins struckluring his reignbore his baptismalname "Athelstan,
and when he died, in 890, his boaceivedChristian burial aHadleid
in Suffolk.

A serious Danislattackunderthe leadership oHasting was mad
in 893, andtherewerethree years ofierce fighting beforethe Dani¢
leader anchis surviving followers sailed backto Normandy, but the
kingdom of Wessex, though oftéhreatenedyas held inviolate againsg
the enemy.



9. ALFRED'S PEACE-TIME ACTIVITIES.

During the peacefuhterludes ofhis reign, KingAlfred was mut
occupied in devising methods for the securityhidf kingdom. Realisin
that Wessex couldhot bedefendeceffectually without anavy hebega
building shipssoon after his successiorand the successegained ly
these vessels against Danisladers in875 and 877 encouraged him
afterthe Peace of Wedmore, touild largerand swifter vesseldor the
defence ofthe English coasts. Hise-organisatiorof the armyensure
that the principalfortresseswere permanently manned and that ¢
sufficient force was alwayavailable toresist asuddenattack, while t
restorationand construction of fortsaand strong-pointsround;the coast
and the protectionf the royalresidencesindthe largertowns by wakl
and ditches also receivedtention.Fortified posts or"burhs" were built
on a number of islands, andstprobable that theames'Borough" an
"Panborough” on the island of Wedmanark the sites divo suchforts
which were built to guardthe entrance tothe Mendip Straits and t
defend the approaches to the Isle of Avalon.

Wedmorewas only one of the many manors in Kidfred's
possession and it is not probable that much of his life was spert in th
village, but as thescene of damous treatythe placewill always haw
historical significance. It was ontelieved thathe king'sresidence wa
at Mudgley, but it is much more likely that it was onnearthe site 6
the present manor-house.

Alfred, who died onOctober26th, 901,after areign of nearly ¥
years, has been, acclaimed by distinguidhistbrians as "the noblest o
English rulers" and "the most perfect character inhistory." Certainy
there havebeen fewmonarchs whdavedevotedthemselves with stic
unselfishardour tothe defence oftheir countryandthe welfare of their
people,and none whohave maintainedh higher standard ofpersonk
conduct in their personal lives. Wedmore has good reason poobée &
this, its most distinguished resident.

10. THE STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY.

Edward,the sonandsuccessor oAlfred, was not content tshae
the government of Englangith Danishrulersandwith the help of hd
sisterEthelfleda,"Lady of the Mercians,'he fought against them wit
such success that before Heath in925 theyhad acknowledgetim &
their overlord. This position, inspite of Danish attempts teegar
independencewas maintained byEdward'ssuccessoraintil 981 whe
Danes fromoverseasenewedheir attacksat atime whenEngland wa



ruled by Ethelred, a king who was lacking in both, couraugcapacity
andwhose policy it wagdo buy off the invaders.Eventually Sweyn
King of Denmark, having over-run most of the country, wsred tfe
throne of England. However, he died shortly afterwamtsEthelred the
returned from Normandy, where hadtaken refugeandwas nominal
king until his death in 1016, although Sweyn's son, Care, mos$
of the country.

Canute was theacceptedas, king by most of the Saxons but th
people ofLondonelected Edmundronside,who rallied his countryme
to fight with such couragendtenacity that in1017 Canuteagreed toe
division of the kingdom; but Edmund's death in 1018 left Canute as sol
ruler.

Although the whole population mustave sufferedseverely fror
the ravages ofthe Danes duringhe reign ofEthelred,the county b
Somerset wadortunate in not being subjected tosuch continuou
attacks as the northern and eastsranties, nor was it thecene of an
major battle. Only in 1006when theinvaders"terribly marked edc
shire in Wessexwith fire and devastation,"and in 1015 whenCanut
"plundered inDorset, Wiltshireand Somerset,'werethe inhabitants fo
Wedmore inany seriousdanger,and it is probable that on thos
occasions they werngrotectedfrom invasion by the marshgharacter b
the surrounding country.

11. DANISH DOMINATION.

Canute, whauled Englandfrom 1017 to 1035gave the county
the peace she so sorely needed, foddedtjustly with his new subject
andwas soassured otheir loyalty that he, waable to absent himdel
for long periodswhen affairs in Denmark deamdedhis attention. It g
significant that Englishmen were in tifi@rceswhich resisted a Swedis
attack on Denmark in 1028nd with those whicltonqueredNorway ir
1028. At Canute's death two of his sons divided Englataleenthem
Harold Harefoottaking the northand Hardicanutethe south, but sa
Hardicanute remained in Denmate whole country waender Harold'
control until hisdeath in 1040Hardicanutethen becameking but livec
only until 1042, and witthim the Danishdomination ofEngland cam
to an end as Edwardson of Ethelred by Emma of Normandy, wa
chosen to succeed him.

Wedmorehas an interesting link with the Danish kinfsr ir
March, 1853, when the pathnear the north-easternboundary of th
churchyardwas beingwidened, anearthenvessel wasfound by Mr.
TuckerColes whichcontainedmore than 200 silver coins ranging
date from the reign of Ethelred 11 tioat of Hardicanutesome of the



from Somerset mints. The coins must have been deposited grdiine

beforethe earliestoinage ofEdwardthe Confessor wasirculated, an
had lain there undisturbedfor more than800 years. ManyDanig

landowners were deprived of their estates wienSaxommonarchy wa
restored in 1042, and it was probably one of these pldm®dthe coir

in the ground for safety. 8tone with an inscription marks thace r

the churchyardwherethe hoardwas discovered. Mst of the coins wer
bought for the British Museum, bwne of them,at least, hasound ¢

home in a Wedmore farmhouse.

12. THE LAST SAXON KING.

Edwardthe Confessor, in whom the English line of kingss wa
restored in1042, was half-brother both to Edmund Ironside (son @
Ethelred Il by his first wife) and to Hardicanute (son of Canute by Emm
of Normandy), but having spent thesater part ohis life in Normang
he was French ihabits andsympathies. Thénfluence ofEarl Godwin
whose daughter hemarried, was strong enough toensure thia
Englishmenwere appointed tothe more importantpositions in th
State, buthe wasable to confer many ecclesiastical offices on i
foreign friends. Amongst these was Giso, a native of Lorraine andfone o
his chaplainswho, whilst on anembassy to Romén 1060, wa
consecrated byhe Popeand onhis return to Englandwas appointe
Bishop of Wells. On arriving at Wells the Bish@jund asmall churd
whose revenueswere so inadequat¢hat the four or five canon
responsible for the services were reduced to begging their bread.

For thebetterendowment ofthe church Giso, in 1062,obtaine
from King Edward agrant ofland in Wedmoreand from Queen Edlt
lands at Mudgley and Mark, and BRoyal Charterjn 1065, theChurd
of Wells wasgranted'not only all that the bishopndhis predecesser
have obtained ofhe King and his predecessors, or bpurchase, hu
whateverthe church under his rule is seen topossess." List of th
possessions of thehurchwhich were appended tahe Charterinclude
"in the place called Weddmor a possession of four hatesthe village
thereto belonging arBiddesham(properly called Tarnuc), anothecallec
Neawycan,and Mercern: these, all, with woods, fields, meadows
feedings, fisheries and mills are confirmed tothe church or to th
bishop." From this timetherefore, V@dmoreceased to be #&oyd
manor and becamepmssession ofhe church of Wells, and it remaine
in the same ownership until 1547.



13. THE NORMAN CONQUEST.

Englandwas notdisturbed by invaderfrom overseas during th
reign of the Confessogndthe Daneswho had settled inthe country
though resentful atbeing deprived oftheir estatesyere too small ¢
minority to causemuch trouble, but the influxof Normansinto the
country andthe consequenintroduction of foreign habits and custons
causedconsiderablainrest among the Saxguopulation. In 1051 Ehbr
Godwin and his sons planned an insurrection, but on being sumnwned t
London to standheir trial theyfled to Normandyfor safety. Returnin
the following year with a formidable fleet, with which thtyeatenedc
attack London, the Kinggreed to re-instatdthem in theirformer offices
and to banish all foreigners frattme country. Godwinlied soonafter hk
return to Englandbut his sonHarold, who succeededim asEarl d
Wessex, was theirtual ruler of England duringthe remainder ©
Edward'sreign, andwhen theking died on January5th, 1066, Harok
succeeded to the throne without opposition.

William, Duke of Normandy, howevermlleged that Edward he
promised him the succession, drelbegan immediatelgreparations fo
the invasion ofEngland.His armieslanded atPevensey orSeptembe
28th and onOctoberl4th thefate of Englandwas decided atHasting
wherethe Saxonswere defeatedand Harold, two of his brothers, an
thousands ofheir followerswereslain. Anattempt wasnade torous
the Saxons tdurther resistanceand EdgarAtheling, a grandson, D
Edmundlironside, wasproclaimedking, but oppositioncollapsed whe
William approached.ondonand onDecember26th he wascrowned §
the Abbey church of Westminster.

Giso, Bishop of Wells, continued in officethrough all thes
changes. During Harold's brief reign had found opportunity to obtai
from him aconfirmation of theCharter of1065, and ashis Norma
sympathies commendédm to William, the estates hbad acquired fo
the church of Wells continued in his possession after the Conquest.

14. THE FEUDAL SYSTEM.

The estates oHarold and of those who fought with him ta
Hastingswere confiscated by iMam immediately after his accession
although otherlandownerswere permitted to retaintheir estates ro
swearing fealty, but thesurrections whictbroke out in different part
of the countrylater in the reignwere followed by the forfeiture of &
many estates that most of tled camento the king's possessioncan
was granted by him on a feudal tenure to his principal supporters.



The elements ofeudalismwere established in England as early a
the 7th centuryfor in the time of King Ina therewere many grea
land-owners in Wesséolding estatesrom theking andworking ther
by the labourof peasantfamilies, and acentury laterKing Edga
ordained that "every landless man should have a lord,Urmdr Wilianm
a more highly-developedsystem wasintroduced. Largeestates wer
granted toabout 700Normannobles forstatedpaymentsand services
and they leased parts of these latmdsub-tenants osimilar conditions
Below theseree tenantswere large numbers ofserfswho were allowe
small holdings of land for their own use bw¢re compelled towork or
their lords' demesnes. Even thessessions of the Churekere brough
under the system, Abbots and Bishops beetgired toswearfealty fa
their lands to the kingnd tofurnish knights for military service whe
called upon to do so.

As taxation and military servioeereboth based orthe holding 6
land, William appointedCommissioners tanake a survey of all ¢h
estates irnthe kingdom sahat hemight beaccurately informed of hi
resources ilmenandmoney. TheSurvey wascompleted in1086, tt
volumes in which particularswere enteredbecoming known as ¢h
DomesdayBook. Valuable information in regard to the manor b
Wedmore is supplied by this record.

15. MANORS OF THE ISLE OF WEDMORE.

From the Domesday Survey of 1086ajipearshat alarge part d
the Isle of Wdmore had bythat time divided into manors, thes
representinggrants ofland made bythe Saxon kingsapart from the
manor of Wedmore which the kings heeservedor their own useuntil
Edward the Confessor granted it to Bishop Giso forctingch of Wells,
The manors of Allertor{11 hides), Ware (6hides), Alston Sutton i
Weare (5hides),Badgworth (2hides)and Ternoc in Badgworth (1hide
were all held by Walter de Douai as tenant-in-chéefithe small mano
of Clewer (3 virgates) byhe Bishop of Coutancesll these manok
being let to sub-tenants. MarlBlackford and Midgley were the
included in the manor of ¥imore;Panborough, consisting only ofxsi
acres of land and thregpents of vineyardyas inthe possession of ¢h
Abbot of Glastonbury; and Bagley, witinly half avirgate ofarable r
addition to meadows and woodland, was held by Roger de Courcelle.

The manor of Wedmore, which Bishop Giso held at the time eof th
Survey, wasassessetbr taxation as a holdingf ten hides, thearabk
land being considered sufficient for thirty-six ploughs. Of this land44 3/
hides belonged tthe lord'sdemesne whertherewerefour ploughs an
four serfs,andthe remaining 5 1/Aideswere divided between thirtee



villeins andfourteen bordarswho had nine ploughs.There were als
eighteencottars,landless peasantgho occupiedcottages orthe estat
and wereemployedentirely in menialduties onthe lord'sland. F
addition tothe arable landherewere seventyacres ofmeadow fifty of
woodland, one league of pasture "reckoninglength and breadth;
moorland which paid nothing, and two fisheries whpetid arent of ter
shillings. The animals onthe estatewere six "unbroken mares,
seventeen oxen and thregine. Themanor wasvalued at£17: in King
Edward's reign it had been worth £20.

16. THE CHURCH OF WEDMORE.

Although there isno documentaryevidence toprove theexistene
of a church at Wedmore before the time of the Normans, notrace ¢
pre-Conquest architecture in teeisting building, it is not likely that
village whereKing Alfred held the manorwould have beemwithout ¢
churchwhenthe ceremony ofGuthrum's chrysm-loosintpok place i
878. Indeed, athe first Saxons whasettled inthe village at theend &
the 7th century had accept€&thristianity, it isprobablethat aprimitive
building for religious worship was erected soon after their arrival.

Definite proofthat there was &axonchurch at Védmore in th
reign of the firstNormanking is furnished by awrit of 1075 addresse
by Queen Mtilda to "the Sheriffandmen of Somersetfequiring ther
"to give Bishop Giso possession of tlsaurch of Wedmore, ofte
claimed byhim, which at her requestOsbert, Bishop of Exeter, ha
conceded tchim." The fact that thechurchwas held by the Bishop 6
Exeter suggests the possibility that the original building on the sie wa
erectecbeforethe establishment of thBiocese of Vélls in 909. Th
pillars and archeswhich support theower of the presentchurch a
traditional Norman in character and date from c. 1200.

That the Norman church-builderswere busy on theisland &
Wedmore is indicated by a documentldf76, issued byPopeAlexande
lll, whereby he confirmedhe Dean and Chapter of Wells in th
possession of various manors in Someesetalso of "thechurch @
Wedmore with the chapels of Mrch (Mark), Blakeford (Blackford)
Bidesham (Biddisham§lwarton (Allerton), and Mudeslega (Mudgley)
together with other chapels not named in the document. The remains of
chapel dedicated to St. Cuthlac are still visible at Marchey.

17. SOMERSET IN NORMAN TIMES.
Soon after the accession of \Miam 1l in 1088, a number of th
barons whosupportedthe claim of hisbrother Robert to thethrore
raised an insurrection the West Country, seizedBristol, andburnt the



towns of Bath and lichester before the superiorforces of the kirg

compelledtheir flight or submission;and in the struggle betwee

Stephenand the Empress Mttilda fifty yearslater Somerset was ¢h
scene of considerabfeghting when Stepherattackedand captured th

castles of Caryand Harptreeand besieged Wliam de Mohun in hi

castle at Dunster. Buduring the 13thand14th centuries Sorrset wa
remote from the maiavents of national historgndenjoyed a periodfo
peace and prosperity. Consequently thetitle to chronicleconcerniig

Wedmore during the period, though some interestingacts of loch
history are supplied bydeedsandcharters ofthe Cathedral of Wlls d

which the manor of Wedmore was a possession.

Bishop Giso, when he was appointed to the See of Well9&
increasedthe number ofcanons toten, built a cloisterrefectory an
dormitories to the southf the Cathedral churctandobligedthe canon
to live together as aelibatebrotherhoodunder aprovost; but John fo
Tours, who succeeded him in 108&nsferredhe seat of the bishop t
Bath, destroyedhe monastic buildingand the canonicaldiscipline &
Wells, and appointed hizother Hildeberas provosiand steward of th
canon's propertgubject to arent-charge ofsixty shillings toeach 6
them. WhenHildebertdied his son John took possession of dstate
as though they were persopabperty, andat his deathbequeathed ttme
to his brother Reginald. The canonsceived nomore than a bar
subsistence from theevenues ofthe lands, includinghe manor b
Wedmore,which had been given to thechurch of Wells for thei
maintenanceand it was notuntil 1136 that thisgrave injustice wa
remedied by Bishop Robert.

18. REFORM OF THE WELLS CHAPTER.

Robert of Lewes, whdbecameBishop of Bath in 1136, found tte
church of Wells "suffering intolerably from the oppression of eth
provostship” and from "lay exactionsand intrusions." He therefoe
obtained a Charter for the incorporation of a Chapter tprésided ove
by a Dean and endowedhe members othe Chapterwith separat
freehold estates tosupport the dignity otheir offices. Among thes
estates was "&lmoreland,'which wasdivided into six prebends, th
church of Wedmore being assigrtedthe Sub-Deanwhile theremainde
of the property in Wedmore, &k and Mudgleytogetherwith a virgate
of land in Biddisham, was granted to the Dean subject to the payment b
him of One hundred shillings yearly ¢ach of the foucanons from th
profits of the estates. The income from the remaitdéng atBiddishar
was appropriated to the provision of a Vicar at that placdfor repait
to the fabric and the supplying of ornaments for the church of Wells.



From 1136, therefore, when the first Dg@wvp) wasappointed, th
Deans of Wlls becameords ofthe manors of \Wdmore, Midgley an
Mark instead of the Bishop$heir title to the estates wasnfirmed ly
a Bull of PopeAdrian IV in 1157, andwasrecognised by &harter 6
King Henry Il by which wasgranted to Dearivo the right of "free
warren" onhis estates "adis predecessorsad it in the time of Kirg
Henry his grandfather."

Reginald the precentoas compensation faurrenderinchis clainr
to the estates, was given the riglebend ofCombeSt. Nicholas, bt
his right of surrender was challenged by his nephews and it wamntilot
1164 that "Payrde Peneburggis wittHenry his son; Roger Witeir
with William, Robert, and Gilbert Almari his brethren; Osbert ed
Bathonia; and Ralph Deneboldth Roberthis brother"madeabjuratior
upon the Gospel and relics of Saints of the rigiéémed bythem ove
lands at Mark, Mudgley armhe virgate of Biddisharm consideration fo
a payment of seventy marks by the Dean and Chapter of Wells.

19. PREBENDS OF THE DEAN.

To Bishop Robert waslue not only therecovery ofthe estate
which provided endowments for the Dean and Chapter@fswhut als
the restoratiorof the church of Wells to the status of &athedral, fo
during his episcopate it wasaid downthat thechurches of Bath an
Wells should beequally seats of the Bishowho should beelected b
representatives oboth chapters and enthroned in both churches
Actually, the nextbishop, Reginald, waslected in1174 by the Well
Chapter alone, but Popdexanderlll, when confirming the electionri
1176, decreedthat a settlement with thehapter ofBath for joint
elections should benade. Itwas not until 1242, however, that tte
chaptersagreed to goint election of bishops, and the bishopdid nd
resume the title of "Bishop of Bath and Wells" until 1244.

In 1210, by anordinance of Bishop Jocelin, thechurch &
Wedmore,which had belonged tothe Sub-Deanbecame apreber
attached tahe Deanery,subject to a payment of marks yearly to ¢
priest-vicar of Vells. At the same time thehurch of Wookey
previouslyattached tothe Deanery,was given to the Sub-Dean, wh
was to allow avicar ministering in thechurch of Wells at least tw
marks yearly.

The manor of Mark, whichhad been granted tothe Dean an
Chapter of Welldn 1136, seems tchave beerappropriated byBishq
Reginald,and was confirmed ashis possession by a Bull of Rop
Alexander Il in 1178. Reluctant to surrender thrgghts, theChapter 6
Wells repeatedly challengettie Bishop'stitle, and in 1242, when tte



Rector(Richard deDynam)resignedBishop Jocelin "to put aend t
disputes oflong standing"orderedthat thechurch of Mark should b
attached tahe prebend of Wedmore as single benefice,but that tla
Dean and his successors should pay £4 a year towards a fifth prebend.

20. THE MANOR OF BLACKFORD.

The manor ofBlackford, which had previously been in th
possession of the Abbey of Glastonbury, \aeguired bythe Bishop 6
Wells early inthe 13thcentury incircumstancesvhich are of particula
interest. In 1191 when Richard | went to the HolyLand, he wa
accompanied bysavaric, anambitious man of noble familywhos
cousin Reginald was then Bishop Bé&th. Through thénfluenceof the
King, Savaric was elected Bishop in succession to Reginald in 1192.

Whenreturning fromPalestine inDecember1192, King Richac
was wrecked irthe Adriatic, and in passing through theerritory of hk
enemy the Duke of Austria he was arrested teentferred tahe custog
of the Emperor Henry, VI. As Savanicas a kinsman athe Emperor k
was consulted whenerms for Richard'sreleasewere underdiscussion
and demanded as a condition of tbiease that th&bbey of Glastonbyr
should be united with the See B&th underhis jurisdiction andthat re
should bear the title of "Bishop of Bath and Glastonbury."

On Richard's return toEngland in 1194, he repudiated th
concession hdéad made toSavaric whenunder duress,and althoudr
Savarichad the support of Pope Celestink he did not obtain ful
possession othe Abbeyuntil after Richard'sdeath in 1199. Pop
Innocent Ill,who, had succeededope Celestine in 1198, being move
by the sufferings ofthe monks, appointed aCommission toarbitrat
between Savaric and the convent, and by a concordat of 1202 the; Bisho
was given canonical jurisdictioover theAbbey andten of the manors
one of which was Blackford. In 1218, however, Pope Honoriusdle
a Bull dissolving the union of the churchesBz#th and Glastonbury an
restoring to theAbbey six of the ten manors whidmadbeengiven t
the Bishop in 1202Blackford was one of the four manors whiche th
Bishop was allowedo retain,and in 1227 thisgrant wasconfirmed ly
King Henry Il

21. THE DEANS' HOUSE AT MUDGLEY.

On the casside ofthe hill which descend$rom the crossroads ta
Mudgley to the heath is asite which wasonce occupied by th
manor-house of the Deans of Wells. In twarse ofexcavationswhick
were made on the site in 1878 fragments of pot@dother relies wer
discovered which, in the opinion of expertatedfrom the 12thcentuy



and it is probablethat a house wa$uilt here by Deanlvo or his
successor,Richard of Spaxton, and that the chapel of Mudgley
mentioned in a document of 1176 was attached to the hoyzewiole
place of worship for the Deans' household and the tenants of the manor.

About 1221, Peter of Chichester, thBean of Wells, obtained b
exchange from Alexander of Mudgley "#ifle land,meadow,aldergrove
and moor lying within the circuitf the park of Mudgley,'andalso "al
the land he had on the east side of ribeed from Wedmore to Midgley;
which extendedeastward toland already belonging to the Dean, @n
southward to aoad leading tahe Dean'Court. Theexchangevas, 1t
doubt, effected tomake the Dean's estate a more convenient one fo
enclosure.

An importantevent in thehistory of Wedmorewas the grant of
Charter by King Henry Ill on 18th May, 1255, giving GilesRi&port
Dean of Wells, and his successors the right to hold a markeeatnd¥
on Tuesday of eaclweek,and anannual fair onthe vigil, the day, an
the morrow of the Feast of St. Mary Magdalene, i.e., on July 21gt, 22n
and 23rd. As itwas usuafor village fairs to beheld onthe festival &
the saint to whom thehurch was dedicated it isprobablethat tte
original dedication ofWedmore Church was inaccordancewith this
practice, but, if so, the dedication was changed at adateras in WiH
of the 16th century wherein thehurch isnamed it isalwaysreferred ¢
as " The Church of Outady," or " The Church of theBlessedVirgir
Mary."

22. CHURCHES ON THE ISLE OF WEDMORE.
Although the island of \Wdmorewas divided into manorsafter tte
Saxon Conquestand local administration waghereafter carried @
through the manor courts, tleeclesiasticaparish erbracedthe whole
of the island, and the places wbrship built in the villages in Norma
time and latemvere chapelries othe church at Védmore. Bythe end ¢
the 13th centuryhowever, the division of the whole country int
parishes, whichhad begun in the 7thcentury under Archbishq
Theodore, had been virtually completed.

During the 13thcentury the churches ofAllerton, Mark, an
Biddisham wererebuilt and all traces oftheir Norman origin haxe
disappearedhough Allertonand Biddishamretain square12th centuy
fonts. From adocument of1265 it appearghat anew church at Méak
had recently been consecrated Righop William Bytton, whosesaintly
life made so great ampression orhis contemporarieshat his tomb ta
Wells became a place of pilgrimage after démth in1274. Of the 13t
century church at Mark theouth aisle anthe porchstill remain. Wear



Church, which was appropriated to the Abbeystf Augustine, Bristal
in 1257, was almost entirely rebuilt the 15th centurybut it retainse
square Norman font.

The only evidence ofany alterationmade to Wedmor€hurch i
the 13thcentury isthe existenceof a beautiful EarlyEnglish sout
doorway,which is protected by gorchbuilt in the early years of th
16th century. The doorwayas notoriginally in its presentposition a
the church ofthe 13thcenturyhad anaisleless nave. It seerpsobabé
that thechurchwas lengthenedvestward inthe early years othe 13t
century and that the doorway formed thain entrance tthe building &
the west end until the 15th centunyilders removed ito the south sid
of the church. The wooden door bears the date 1677, but the ironwork o
the door is probably contemporary with the stonework.

23. AN ERRANT PRIEST.

As a celibate priesthood was the general rule in tiest&vh Churtc
from the early years of the 12th century, it is not surprising fbapk
in Wedmore were much scandalisedhia Spring of 1248vhen William
de Hoyland, apriest-vicar of Vells Cathedral,was seen orsevera
occasions at Bagley in the company of Isabel Josce, whose father was a
acolyte at the Cathedral. Knowledge of these happenings having come t
the ears of the Dean he summoned Hoylarapfear befor¢he Chapte
"on Wednesday aftehe Assumptiorand onthe Friday following." Or
appearingbefore the tribunal Hoyland confessedhis fault and als
admitted having assaulted the ladgther, and ashe mattetadbecons
a public scandal he was ordered to "take his phitie the boys orthei
benchfrom thesaid Friday tothe Nativity of St. Mary." This curiow
penance appears tave beerduly performedbut when it wasreporte
to the Dean some weeks later that the offence had been repé@tkzip
was summoned to another meetoighe Chapteton the Tuesdayafta
St. Lucy" to receive sentence.

Before the appointed dayhowever,Hoylandresignedhis vicarage
andthe Chapter inacceptinghis resignationagreedthat he should &
permitted toreceivehis stipendand anallowance inlieu of his " daily
commons "and totake his seat in thehoir " until the morrow of the
Circumcision." Theseconcessions seeto have erred onthe side @
leniency, but," the members of the Chapter mdnave beeraware
some extenuating circumstances whéchnot recorded inthe Cathedrh
archives. In1274 alist of personamprisoned at Cabridge is given
chargedwith causing thedeath of Wiliam de Hoyland. (SeeNotes an
Queries, May26th, 1951).Possibly this is thesame William e
Hoyland.



24. AGREEMENTS CONCERNING COMMON
RIGHTS.

In June, 1308, John dsodlee, Dean of \lls, enteredinto &
agreementvith Bishop Walter de Haselshawhich brought to an en
the frequent disputes concerning commights overthe moorsattache
to the manors of \Wmore andlackford. The Bishopshadclaimed fo
themselves and their tenantsBiackford common rightsfor their cattk
on theDeans'moors in Wedrare, and the Deanshad made a simila
claim in respect of the Bishops' moorBiackford, but their bailiffs ha
made apractice ofimpounding any cattldound on landsunder their
supervision which did not belong to theéspectiveemployers. By th
agreemennow madethe Bishopsurrenderedall his and his tenants
rights over the Védmorelands and the Deanrenouncedhis rights @
Blackford moor, except that he resertld right ofpasture forthe cattk
of six of his tenantslwelling abovethe moor. As a result of thi
agreementhe Dean enclose®00 acres ofmoor betweenCocklake an
Northload, and in June, 1310, the enclosuas ratified by the Abbotfo
Glastonbury whohowever,retainedrights of pasture foris tenantsia
PanboroughBleadney andClewer onthose parts othe Dean's mao
which remained unenclosed.

A somewhat similaragreementwas made, in Octoberl1309
betweenthe Deanand John deNorthlode. TheDeans of Vélls ha
always had "common of pasturiet their cattlein Northelode'svood a
Bagley, and Northelode and laiscestors hadnjoyed siniar rights ove
the Deans' wood at Bagleut as muchdamagewas beingdone in tla
woods by trespassers, each party agreed to surrbisdeights ofpastue
in the other'sproperty sothat ‘thelandsmight beenclosedwith dykes
and hedges.

25. DISPUTES CONCERNING PROPERTY.

Disputes between the Deans of Weélls and the Abbots ©
Glastonburyconcerningpropertyrights were of frequentccurrence.
1299 the Abbotomplainedthat certainpersons, amongst whom wer
five Wedmoremen, hadcut down and carriedaway his trees at Merge
broken the bridges built there, and beaten his servants, while in 1315 th
Dean complained that rumber of merhadbrokendownthe walls an
dykes erected byhis predecessors at &k for the preservationof the
course of the water flowing towards tbea and theafety of thdands &
the Deanery at Mrk, Modesle, Védmore andBydesham,'by reason b
which breach, anthe inflow of water, his corn andherbage inthe sai
lands, meadows and pastures were submerged and lost."



A still more seriougjuarrelarose inNovember,1326, when twc
servants of AdamAbbot of Glastonburyaccompanied bywo monks
trespassed on land atelemore, situatedetween Mudgleyand Meare
which the Dean claimed adis property,and destroyedcottages, du
down trees and seizedgoods. The Bishopmlirectedthe Sub-Dean ¢
publish a monition that this conteniftecclesiastical rights was mdrta
sin incurring excommunication, ama summon the Abboandthe fou
offenders to answer for their condudbwever, thematter wassettled 1
May 1327, by an agreement between the pavilezreintheir respectie
rights wereclearly defined. The unenclosedortion of Yelemorewas t
be divided into two parts ofequalvalue, the Dean was to hold th
portion nearer the dyke known as thiehelak and the Abbot the portio
near awatercoursecalled Padenesberthlalhe Abbot was also to hav
the pool called Ferlyngmere and the sole right to fish therein, butylibert
was given to théean'stenants towatertheir cattlethereand to cros
the pool by boat daily from sunrise to sunset.

26. POSSESSIONS OF THE MANORS.

When DearGodlee died, inl333, hisexecutorhandedover to tle
representative othe succeedingdean, Richard deBury, the livestock
waggons, ploughsand other goods belonging to the manorsf o
Wedmore, Mudgley and Totney. This is the firstord inwhich Totng
is mentioned as a separate matiwe:estate wasituated tothe south @
the present road between Blackford and Mark.

The inventory of thegoods onthe estates, which iglated 16
August 1334, shews that each of the three manors had eighvalxen
at 13s. 4d. each, and that at Chirchland (which was part of the nfanor o
Wedmore) there werevo oxen similarlyvaluedandtwo ploughhorse
worth 10s. each. The manor of Wedmore also possessed(aaudid &
12s.), a cow (10s.), a boar (3s. 4d.), a waggon, a cart, and a ploligh wit
furniture for eight oxen, while at Mdgley therewas awaggon, ¢
plough, yokesfor eight oxenand awoodenharrow. No particulars ar
given of goods atTotney but there wasprobably a"plough wit
furniture” for the eight oxen belonging to the manor.

WhenJohn deFordham wasppointedDean of Wells in 1379 hk
complained of the dilapidations left by hsedecessoiStephenPempel
The BishopthereuponappointedCommissioners(one of whom wa
John Adam, "chaplain ofthe parochial chapel of Mark”) to mak
enquiriesandreport tohim. After visiting themanors of More, Mark
Totney, Wedmore and Mdgley and interviewing sundry persons the
assessed the cost of necessary repairs at B23821d. Among the item
included in this sum were £8 13s. 4d. fepairs tothe chancel of Mar



Chapel and the chaplain's house; £20 for a windmill and £46 13s.r4d. fo
a grange at Totney, both of which had been burnt down; £35 13sr10d. fo
repairs to sundrpuildings, including two mills at Wedmore;£26 13s

4d. for repairs to houses and to the "ancient chapel" at Mudaey£4

for the enclosure of Mudgley Parkhe serious conditiomto which tre
propertieshad fallen was probablydue to ashortage oflabour
consequence dhe ravages othe Black Deathand tothe reluctance D

the surviving peasants to work at thid rates of paywhich the Statute

of Labourers vainly endeavoured to enforce.

27. ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS.

In the reign of William lecclesiasticajurisdiction wasseparate
from the secularbusiness ofthe Courts, and thereafter all cause
connectedwith spiritual matterswere tried bycanonicallaw in the
Courts of the Bishop oArchdeacon. Wde powerswere exercised \b
these Courts over the laity as well as the clergy, and offences against th
moral law were amongst those upon which thyave judgment an
imposed penalties.

On the 15th September338, John de Mdleton, rector @
Bleadon,acting as commissarfpr the bishop, sat irthe parishchurd
of Banwell toinvestigatecharges oimproper conductbrought againg
Alice Manschupe ofBlackford andCristina Coker ofCocklake. Bdt
women confessetheir guilt andthey were ordered to gdoarefoot twie
round BanwellChurch: thepenancesvere immediately performed. it
July 1342, the same John deidileton, having enquired into the
"crimes and excesses" of certaiparishioners of Wedare, ordere
"fustigations"for some ofthem. TheDean of Wells protested to th
Bishop against thesgentences aan infringement ohis rights as Lar
of the Manor, but the Bishop, in a tactfullyordedreply, statedthat a
the crimeswere perpetrated iplaces outsidé¢he Dean'gurisdiction tte
commissary had not exceeded his powers.

On the 11thOctober, 1351, Johnde, Rysngdon, the Bishap'
commissary,sitting in the church of Wedmore,orderedthe Vicar do
Wedmore topay half amark (6s.8d.) for the procurationdue to tla
bishop for the “reconciliation of the cemetery at Wedmore." FEh
circumstancesvhich necessitatedhis "reconciliation” are not recorde
but a clue is provided by amntry in BishopBubwith's Registerelatirg
to a similarcase in1413 which stateshat a Commissionhad bee
issued toJohn, Bishop of Annaghdown" to reconciléhe churchyard b
the parishchurch of Wedmore, defiled by the shedding of blood”
Wedmore has evidently been the scene of some violent behaviourtin pas
days.



28. WEDMORE IN THE 14TH CENTURY.

Someidea ofthe generalappearance ahe village of V\edmore it
the 14thcentury may beobtainedfrom the study ofold documents
although manydetailsmust be left toconjecture. Thepresent parlts
boundariestogetherwith those ofBlackford andTheale, indicate tf
extent of the village athat time, but althoughfarmhousesand cottage
were scattered over the whole area, the main populatiorcanasntrate
within the narrowlimits bounded byPilcorn Street, théManor and tte
church on the north, by Grant Streetd part of Glanville Street on ¢h
south, byGuildhall onthe west;and bythe Borough onthe east. Th
Borough was then a port on the shore of the river Axe into witdalrec
the waters of the Lurbourne from the high ground of Sawdi Blackford
The Lurbourne was athat time aconsiderablestream whichattainede
breadth of about thirty yards in the valley lying between Grant Street an
Church Street.

Standing onhigh ground tothe north of Church Street, then
narrow lane, was thecruciform church, originally a 13th centuy
building to which aisles arldan-to eastern chapéiad beeraddedabou
1340. To thewest of thechurchwas the manor-housewned by t
Deans of Wlls but notoccupied bythem, asa summerresidence wa
built for the Dean at Mudgley inthe 13th centuryAn inn probaby
stood on ornearthe site ofthe presentGeorge Hotel, but the Q@
Vicarage which stands on the sositie of thestreet wasot built until
the 15th century.

Nearthe northend of the Borough wasthe 14th century marke
cross, still to beseen in asmall enclosurenearthe southerrend of tle
same street; it has skenderoctagonal shafivhich supports d&eautifd
canopied head bearing sculptures offoits sides, thesubjects being th
Holy Rood, the Mdonnaand Child, and figures representing knight
and anecclesiasticbut theravages ofTime have nuch defaced th
sculptures.

In the 14th century many of the houses in the villagee situate
in the Borough, whichincluded the lower end of Church Street
Adam-atte-Breche, whose Will was proved in 1342, hést"burgage” r
the Borough to his daughterCrispina, and amongst hisneighbous
mentioned in the Willvere John-atte-Churchjohn LaHayter, Wilia
Le Clerk, and Richard-atte-Heth, whose surnames were obvidersig
from their occupations or from the positions of their dwellings.

29. THE BISHOPS' MANOR-HOUSE AT
BLACKFORD.



The Palace at Wells was mainly built by Bishop Jocelin in the firs
half of the 13th centuryand thereafter heand his successorsnade 1
their principalresidenceBut in the early years ofthe 14thcenturye
house of palatial proportions wasgected byBishop Drokensfordwhictk
seems tohave been a favouritplace ofresidence of hielf and hg
successorRalph of Shrewsbury, as mampocumentswere dated fror
Blackford during their periods of office It is onmecordthat in 1338 th
Dean of Wells visited BishopRalph atBlackford to renonstrate wit
him against a summons tdtendhis Visitation, and by aCommissio
dated at'Blakeford" in 1356 commissariewere appointed toapportia
the tithes ofSt. Cuthbert's Church, Welldyetweenthe Vicar and tte
Dean and Chapter.

John Harewell, who was Bishop froml367 to 1386, with th
approval ofthe Wells Chaptercausedthe buildings on the manoi a
Blackford to bedemolished ashey had beenerected"on a sumptuou
scale,"were"in no way necessary,andabsorbedarge sums yearly ir
repairs. In1391, when Ralph Erghum was Bishop, theemainire
materials of the buildings were sold, aatdhe saméime it wasdecide
that "the buildingswithin the Bishop'smanor of Congresburyexcep
the barnthere, should be destished as unnecessaand superfluog
consideringthat the bishop haseveral neighbouring manors full
sufficient for his residence, The higher cost of labouwafter the Blad
Death was probably the principal reason for these economies.

From the fact that a Vicar was appointed to Blackford safter tte
Bishops'manor-house wademolished, itseems likely that théfree
chapel" theréhad beenpreviouslyserved by griest from the Bishop'
household. Thomas Polton, the first Vicar of whtirare isany record
resigned in1408, but the list olVicars is almost complete t01548
There is a tradition that the church of Blackford was destroyed by fire bu
the date of this misfortune is unknown.

30. SERF-LABOUR AND THE BLACK DEATH.

Under the manorial systenthe peasantsvho cultivated the lam
were in the position of serfs, for they were bound to tloeits and wee
obliged to work on their lords' demesnes, for three or rdays a week
In the course of time, however, many of the serfs arranged to pay mone
in lieu of servicesso that they mighhavemore time towork on thei
own land,and with this money thdords were able to employ hirec
labour.

But theravages othe Black Death in1347-1350caused aseriou
shortage of labourers and demands for higher wages which meangtthat th
landowners could ndonger hire labour at theate they received fo



commuted services. Acts wepassedmposing heavypenalties on nme
who refused towork at thewage-ratecurrent in 1347, butthese law
could not beenforced,andthe generaldiscontent ofthe peasantry wh
their conditionled to the insurrectionof 1381. Richard Il granted th
rebels ageneralpardonand promisedthem freedom,and althoughthes
terms were repudiated Warliament manyandownerdeasedtheir lanck
to tenants, ostartedsheep-farmingvhich, since itrequiredless labour
was more profitable¢han corn-growingln the next century serf-labou
was seldonrequired, andnany peasantsvere grantedheir freedom o
easy terms.

Numerous instances of the manumission of peasants onahesm
of the BishopsandDeans of V&lls are recorded inthe archives of th
Cathedral from late ithe 14thcenturyuntil the early years othe 16t
century. Among those on the Isle ofedmorewho gainedtheir libert
were Thomas Fowle of Wedme in 1448, JohnvVowles of Mudgley r
1509, ThomasBorde andhis sons Thomasand Richard, "native
belonging to the manor of Blackford," aalll their progenyn 1545, an
"John and William Hobbes and Richard Trubbe and his son Johr,
"natives belonging to the manor of Marke, their sanddaughters an
all their progeny,” in 1545.

31. THE GUILD OF ST. MARY.

An interestingfeature ofWedmoreChurch is thechapel standn
west of the southransept whichwasbuilt for the Guild of St. Mary,
established inl449 when Nichola€arent waDean of Wells under ¢
licencegranted byKing Henry VI. All parishioners of \Wdmore wer
eligible for membershipand nembers met annuallgn the Festival fo
the Conception of th8lessedVirgin Mary (December8th) to elect ¢
Master and twaVardens.The licence gaveauthority to the members t
endow a chantry bgicquiringlands, rents oother property tahe value
of 12 marks per annum as provision for a chaplainelebrate Mss fo
the welfare of the KingQueen Margareandall membersof their guilc
during their lives and for their souls aftdeath"at thealtar of St. Anre
on the north side of the parish church."

Documentary evidence of the establishmadrihe Guildis lacking
but there isreason to believéhat it cameinto existencesoon after tte
granting ofthe licence,and although it is unlikely that anghaplar
would have been courageous enotajpray for thewelfare ofHenry
after his deposition in1461, Masses mayave been continued foreth
Guild members, and perhaps for the new king, Edward IV.

In 1548 theCommissioners whdwad been appointed taenquie
into the revenues of the chantrieportedthat the Chantry of Our Lad



in Wedmore Church derived an income, of £9 gm@num fromlands an
tenements, that the plate consisted of thalicesweighing 12ounces
and ornaments valued at 6s. &mhd that thechaplain, WilliamLondon
had ahouseand garden in Wedmoffer which hepaid four shillings &
year. Asthe use of thehapel forits original purpose waso longe
permitted, the western entrance was built up and aemsencemade ¢
it from the southside ofthe church byremoving thewindows on it
north side and cutting away the stonewbsgtow them. It was notintil
the restoratiorof the church in1881 that thedoor andwindows in tfe
west wall were discovered and re-opened.

32. ORDINANDS FROM WEDMORE.

Among the names dafrdinands inthe Register oBishop Thoma
Bekyntonarethose ofseveralmen whowere natives of Veédmore.
1446, Nicholas Dysham wasdained aracolyte,andtwo yearslater e
was made asub-deacorandgiven a title by the Priorand Convent 6
Taunton. In 1451Nicholas Dowsewas ordained anacolyte and Joh
Menyman asub-deacon irthe chapel ofthe Bishop'sPalace atwells;
and in 1454 Nicholas Dobbee was ordained a sub-deacon and gitten a
by the Hospital ofSt. John-the-Baptist, \&lls. In addition tothe three
major orders there were, in pre-Reformationes, four minor orders
which the acolyte was one. It wdee duty ofthe acolyte tocarefor the
sacramental vessels and to attend the priest at Mass.

Of the three men named Nicholas thisrao further rention in th
Register of Dysham, Dowse and Dobbee, butfrom this and othe
sources ofnformation it is possible totrace the subsequentareer 6
John Menyman. In March 1452, ivas ordained deacon tihe church ¢
St. Cuthbert, Wells, by James, Bishop of Achonry, and apg®inted:
Vicar-Choral in Wells Cathedral.Six monthslater he wasadmitted ¢
the priesthood in the chapel of the Bishop's manor at Banwell.

As a Vicar-Choral,John Menyman waallotted achamber in th
Vicar's Close in 1452, and he continuedlive in the Close, thoughri
a different chamber, after his appointment to risetory of Ashbrittle ir
1459. In 1464 hexchangedhe living of Ashbrittle for that of Weg
Coker where he stayed urtiié becamé/icar of St. Cuthbert, Wells, i
1488.

During theyear 1478-9 heheld the office of Conmunar in tl
CathedralChapter, and subsequently heccupiedthat position fror
1486 to 1491 and in the year 1492A3ter becoming a CanoResidenh
and Vicar of Winscombe in 1493 he was Keeper ofGhathedral Libray
in 1494-5 and Auditor from 1494-7. When tied in July 1497, he ha



been associatedwith the work of Wells Cathedral for more tha
forty-five years.

33. VIOLENCE AT WEDMORE.

A case heard in the Star Chamber inl493 shows that ¢h
parishioners of Wdmore weralisposed to re-aatiolently in defence b
what theyconceived to beheir rights. Onbehalf of the plaintiff, the
Dean of Wells, it was stated that 158€res of land oWedmore Moor
of which he was the owner, haden enclosed with wallss a protectio
against "ragioudloods of water,"but on the2nd June, 1493, Hugy
Hardwick, RichardDwale, Richard Sidnam, William Combeand Joh
Martyn, all of Glastonbury accompaniedvith other evil-disposed an
riotous persons of the same towrrayedwith bows, bills and othe
weapons," brokedown 15 feet of anancient wall known a
Kumnor-walle, soletting water into the lands, and "stood ready wit
bows bentand arrows inthem to shoot athe tenants" should the
attempt to interfere. Later in the day, after the viallibeenbuilt up, i
was broken down again in the same place and in five other places.

Most of the defendantspleaded"not guilty," and Hardwick am
Dwale contendedhat the Abbotof Glastonburyand their tenants ha
the right of commonpastureon Wedmore Mbvor, and that they ha
removed the barriers and stakes orvth# which hadonly recently bee
erected to prevent the passage of beasts that waydby ofthe Stewac
of the monastery. Thegynadecomplaint that theDean'stenants an
servants, abowixty in number, havingarmedthemselvescalled tle
parishioners of Wedmore togeth®r ringing theChurchbells, and the
proclaimed that if the Abbot's tenaftoke down thébanks agairthey
should bebeatenandslain and fried intheir own grease intheir ow
houses." Thisalarming threatwas notcarriedout in its entirety, bu
William Tytenhull, Constable ofNorthload, and Agnes More "the
beyng with child" were severely beaten.

Unfortunatelythe decision inthis case isnot recorded,but as tl
carrying ofarms with the intentiorof disturbing the publigpeace wa
forbidden bylaw, the combatantsn both sideshad madethemselve
liable to heavy penalties.



34. ALTERATIONS TO WEDMORE CHURCH.

During the latter haléf the 15th, centuryand inthe early years b
the 16th century, \moreChurch wasconsiderablyaltered and tce
large extent rebuilt. The chancel was lengthesestward andts chaped
heightenedthe tower wasebuilt from abovethe archesithe nave wa
lengthened, heightenednd widened bythe addition of aisles; tla
transeptavere partly rebuilt, the"old Chapel” enlarged,and the souit
porch constructed. Whetie builders had finished the work the onf
remains of theearlier churchwere the 13thcentury pillars and arche
supporting the tower; a doorway of the sgpegiodwhich wasre-set 1
the south wall of the navand a window of the 14tbhenturywhich wa
removedfrom theold clerestory ofthe chancel tothe eastend of th
south chapel. Thesefeaturesstill remain, and the ground-plan of th
church has not been altered since the 15th or 16thcentuy
reconstruction.

It will be noticed that the pierand mouldings of the norttarcade
and the character and design of the roofhi@ north aisleareinferior ir
workmanship to thosen thesouthside,andthat thewindows in tf
north wall are of Tudortype. It seems likely that the south aisleswa
built beforethe start of the \Afs ofthe Roses in 145%nd that ther
was then a pause the rebuildinguntil 1485, when HenrnyVIl becana
king after his victory atBosworth Field; for although VWdmore wa
remote fromthe scenes ofthe most desperatefighting most of tl
able-bodiednen of the pariskivould have beegalledupon toserve r
one or other of the armies.

35. DEAN COSYN AND OTHER BENEFACTORS.

In 1501 William Cosyn, Dean of Wells, granted toJohn Chelcot

and John Clerke, churchwardens ofWedmore, some vacant lan
measuring 44eet by 24 feet'lying to the south of the steps ofeth
western churchyard" as a site for a Church House, foube at the cos
of the parishioners, on payment to fheanandhis successors of tav

pence a year "if demanded." The building was completed b2&8i8, fo

in a document of that year it is stated that part d¢fad beenbuilt on ¢
tower. Whenandfor what purposehis tower waserectedmust be ldf
to conjecture; perhaps as alook-out tower built in Saxon times to

earlier sothat awatch might bekept for enemyvesselssailing up tla
broadwaters ofthe Axe. TheChurch Housemust have proved a grea

convenience tahe parish for itwas of two storeysand would hae



provided accommodation for Church meetings and convenient storage fo
parochial records, vestments, and other Church property.

Another benefactiomf DeanCosyn waghe grant in1509, of th
lease of lands in more and Mdgley tothe Vicar (ThomasCornish
Bishop of Tenos)churchwardensindfourteenparishioners of \&dmoe
on conditionthat theyprovided achaplain"having agood voice" t
celebrateLow Mass atSt. Anne'saltar on Sundays, Wdnesdays an
Fridays "for the good estate of tBeanandhis successorsvhile in the
flesh andfor their soulswhen theyhavedepartedrom this light," arc
for the souls of Bishop Oliver, DeansForestand Carent,and of al
parishioners of WWdmore.Annual rents amounting t6€3 1s. 101/2d
were to be paid téhe Deanfor the landsand if the rent should beri
arrear for a month, or Maswt said,the lesseesr their assignsnight
be expelled.The altar ofSt. Anne was in the nortichapel towhich it
had been moved from its former position in the north transept.

Wills of the 15th and early sixteenth centuries provide sora
interesting informatiorconcerningbenefactors ofhe churchand parig
of Wedmore. In1425 Nicholas Kempg¢haplain of Mark, bequeathe
20s. each to the churches of Wedmore and Mark, 6s. 8d. tatisews
between Markand Blackford, and 3s. 4d.towardsmaking a highwayri
the borough of Wdmore;John GunthorpeDean of Wells, whodied ir
1498, left £30 to Wedore Church toprovide ornaments for the hig
altar; John Retford, Vicar &/edmore, froml492 to1503, left £20 fo
a priest to sing Mass in dmoreChurch for hinself, his father an
mother, and John Tolle forperiod of threg/ears, andalso 40s. "for the
making of a new bell"; and Bishop Thomas Cornish, Vicar, gave 20s. t
the Church. Mre unusualverethe bequests ofohn Babcarywho, ir
1514, left two cows to the church,and of Thomas Vithefilde d
Allerton who, dying in 1556, gave directions fohis body to beburiec
in the churchyard of "Our Blessed Ladie of Wedmore" and bequeatted hal
a bushel of wheat to the church.

36. THE SUPPRESSION OF THE MONASTERIES.

Great changes dn ecclesiasticatharactertook place in Englare
during the lateryears of Henry VlilI'sreign, theimmediatecausebeirg
the refusal of Pope ClemenW¥/Il to consent tothe King's divorce @
Queen Catherine. It is not easy to believe that the katany genuire
doubtsregardingthe legality of amarriagewhich had taken place Z
years earlier, bunhot to bethwarted inhis passiorfor Anne Boleyn h
defiedthe Popeby marrying her secretly in1533 and repudiating tlk
judicial jurisdiction of the Papacy in England by a Statute of Appeals. |
the following year anAct of Supremacy wagassed byParliamen



making the king "Supremdead onearth ofthe Church ofEngland” s
that authority in allecclesiasticamatters, as well as in civil busines
was vested in the Crown.

Armed with these powersThomas Cromwell, thé&/icar-General
carried out the suppression of the lesser monasteries in 1536 an¢in 153
the greaterabbeysand friaries were treatedsimilarly, their propertie
being confiscated to the Crown agrhnted tothose whocarriedout the
king's commands. Tahose whoopposedhis will Henry shewed o
mercy, and among many who suffered deatthist time was the sainyl
Abbot Whiting of Glastonbury who, after a mock trial in BBanquetiig
Hall of the Palace of Wells, wasartyred onTor Hill. The magnificen
Abbey Church was then given over to pillage and destruction.

It would be a mistake to suppose thgnry wasinfluenced in hi
actions by any sympathy with theinciples of theReformation,for ir
1521 hehad earnedrom Rome thetitle of "Fidei Defensor"for his
treatiesagainst Luther,and in 1539, under the Statute of the i
Articles, all personsvere required, undehe mostseverepenalties fo
disobedience, to give therssent to TransubstantiatidBpmmunion
one kind, the celibacy of thdergy, monastiovows, private masses an
auricular confession. It was in the reign &dward VI that doctrind
reformation began.

37. THOMAS CROMWELL AND THE DUKE OF
SOMERSET.

In 1537 Thomas Cromwell, orthe King's nomination, wa
appointed Dean of Wells. By virtue of hifice Cromwell became Lar
of the Manors of Wdmore and Mdgley, and in December,1539, h
appointed \illiam Butler to be bailiff of the BempstonHundred
wayward ofthe Hundred anckeeper of VédmorePark, atwages whit
amounted in all to £2 gear. The park at Wedre, which was then fo
considerableextent, containeddeer,and in 1545 William Fitz-William
who had succeeded tohe Deanery afteCromwell'sexecution in154Q
gave permission to Thoma<£lerke "to have everyyear abuck ir
summer and a doe in winter from the park at Wedmore."

Soon after the accession Biward VI in 1547, DeanFitz-Williarr
was compelled to resign his offiead to surrendeghe manors belonggn
theretointo the hands ofthe king, the estatesandthe Dean'sresidene
werethen granted toEdwardSeymour,Duke of Somerset,and when ¢
new Deanwas appointed hehad to becontent to live in one of th
houses usually occupied by the Canons.

The rapaciousSomerset then caginviouseyes on thananor ¢
Blackford, and in 1548 BishopBarlow surrendered it tdim for a cak



payment. Two years later, deeming it unfitting .hat he should liveein th
Deanerywhile the Bishopoccupiedthe Palace, Somersptoposed tha
they shouldexchangeresidencesand also certain manors. By th
exchange the Bishop became the owner of the parkeainwtre and ats
the church of Mark "with the glebelands,tithes and emolumend
thereof." The Duke did not long enjoy the estatehdwk acquired by hi
ruthlessbargaining as he waaxecuted in1552 and all his propery
reverted tathe Crown. Bisho@Barlow endeavoured téteavethe county
on the accession of Queen Many 1553, buthe was soortaptured an
imprisoned,and Gilbert Bourne,who succeeded aBishop, wasgrante
possession of the Palace.

38. SUPPRESSION OF THE CHANTRIES.

Early in the reign of Edward VI the Council of Regendgminate
by the ProtectorSomerset,decided tosuppress thehantriesand give
their revenues tthe king. Commissionersvere, therefore, appointed t
make a survey of thendowments and propertf existing chantries an
it appears from their report of 1548 that at Wedmore, in addition te "Th
Chauntrie ofoure Lady" (founded byDean Carent in 1449)and "Tte
Service ofSaincte Annewithin the paryshechurche"(founded by Dea
Cosyn in 1509)there wasone of morerecentfoundation, acertar
Walter Stone having bequeathesisn of moneyfor the maintenance fo
a priest tocelebrate Mss "within theparyshechurchefor a term 6
seven years begynnynge at the feaSaihcte John Baptist" in the firs
year ofKing EdwardVI. Robert Moryce wasappointed to perform ¢h
duty at a remuneration of £byear, buhe had onlyreceived £410s.
to LadyDay, 1548,when theorderfor the suppression of thehantrie
became effective; he was, howevgranted gpension of £4a year. Th
only sacredvessels belonging to thichantry were two chalice
weighing twelve ounces; theseere, nodoubt, added tothe plunder ¢
similar articles from other churches.

One other chantry at Wedmdsementioned bythe Conmissiones
in their Report which isdescribed asOne masseallyd Jesusmass
foundyd within thesaydeparyshe churchelt wasendowed by a charg
of elevenshillings ayear on gpiece of landcalled"Chaterly," then i
the tenure, of ThomaBroke, of which sum twelve pencewas give
each year to a poor woman within the parish. There is no mentioe of th
day of the year onwhich this Mass was saidbut in the Anglicar
calendar’'Name of Jesus'appears as minor holy-day onAugust 7th
while in the Roman Church it isbserved orthe 2nd Sunday afte
Epiphany.



39. SALE OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL MANORS.

The arrangementfor an exchange ofproperties made in 156
between the Duke of Somerset andBishop of Bath and Wellappear
to have been voided by the Duke's attainder in the following year,€or th
park of Wedmorewas sold byEdward VI to Henry Bacher and th
Rectory of Mark was imoyal ownership inl585 whenQueen Elizabét
granted it "with the tithes and other rights belongingthereto" t
Nicholas Claxton of Rodney Stoke. The manors of Védmore an
Mudgley, which the Deahadbeenforced tosurrender in1547, and tfe
manor of Blackford, which BishopBarlow had sold to the Duke fo
Somerset in1548, became toproperty ofthe Crown onthe Duket
attainder.

The manor of Wdmore(exceptthe park) passed toQueen May
after her brother's death in 1553 @i sold ito herVice-Chamberlain
Sir Henry Jernegan, fo£585 17s.11d. At the accession ofQuee
Elizabeth in1558, however,Sir ThomasGresham, the famousondar
merchant,obtainedthe propertyeither by grant omurchase: it the
consisted ofl50 messuages, 5fts, 10 mills, 100 dovecots, 20
gardens, 2,000 acred pasture, 20@cres of woodlandand 1,000 acre
of gorse. In 1577%Gresham soldhe manor-houseyith some cottage
and about 170 acres laind, to ThomasHodges,andbeforehis death r
December 1579, he, disposed of other portions of the manorial estates i
small lots.

The manor of Mudgley was boudby Sir William Herbert, Earl
Pembroke, in 1553, but heold it two yearslater, and the propery
changedhands frequentlyuntil 1609, when Richard Bridges sold tte
estate, consisting of 386 acres, with twelve tenemamd$our cottages
in five portions, to Nicholas Wykes of Wells, John Litheat aiddley
William Boulting of Wedmore,John Fry of Mudgley, and Richar
Counsell of Mudgley.

40. RELIEF OF THE POOR.

An alarming increase in poverty and vagrancy followed th
Dissolution ofthe monasterie$or the poorwere no longer able ¢
obtain relief at the monastery gates, and their numbers recruited ¥
many whohad formerly beenemployed onthe Abbeyestates. It ha
been estimatethat 80,000 peasantsvere reduced tobeggary as a resul
of the Dissolution.

By an Act of 1601every parish wasmade responsible for th
maintenance of its own poor, and al$persons who halleen settledri
a place for amonth hadthe status of parishioners, tld@verseers wer
vigilant in excludingany whowerelikely to needrelief. Consequenyl



when William Smyth of Wedmore marriedhe widow of Ralphe Holé
of Ditcheat,in 1621, and took up hisresidence atthat place th
Overseers applied to QuartBessions toorder his removal, allegirg
"that he was a very disorderly fellow" likely to becortergeable to th
parish of Ditcheat if heremainedthere. The magistratethereupo
ordered that Smyth and his wife shouldrbmoved toWedmore"unles
that parish gave Security to tiiverseers oDitcheat todischarge the
of any further liability for them."

Another clause ofthe Act of 1601 gave power to th
Churchwardens and Overseers, wita asserf the two Justices of th
Peace, to bindis apprenticeschildren who were orphans, orwhos
parents were too poor to pagprenticeship fees. 1631 John Popima
was apprenticed ithis way to John Moreton of Wdmorefor the temr
of eight years "to learn thieade: of awoollen weaver,"but ayear late
the indentureswere cancelled byorder of the Quarter Sessions @
Popham"had behavedhimself very lewdly anddissolutely inabsentig
himself from his master'service,andstealing of hensandothergood
from his master's neighbours." In 1634 Moreton wwalkered torepay t
the WedmoreOverseershe fee of £4 he had receivddom them wit
Popham, whdadbecomeincapacitatedor work and was costing th
parish of Wedmore fourteen pence a week for maintenance.

41. PUNISHMENTS AND CUSTOMS OF THE 17TH
CENTURY.

Offendersagainst the moral lawvere much more severely deal
with in the 17th century, than inpre-Reformation daysUnde
ecclesiasticallaw such personshad been required to make publ
confession otheir faultsand, to performsome simplepenancebut ir
the reign of James |, when penaltigsre inposed bythe magistrates
persons foundjuilty were frequentlyordered to bevhippedthrough tle
nearestmarket town on a marketday, or to some othersevee
punishment. Itdoesnot appearthat this brutaltreatment, which wa
inflicted on two Wedmore women in the years 1608 and 16%
respectively, was in any wagffective as a deterrerglthough it wa
imposed "as an example to others to avoid the like offence.”

An interestingside-light onthe customs of the times wovide
by an application to the County Justices in 1609 by the Constaloles an
otherresidents ofTaunton for dicence to enabl®urstounPriddian &
Wedmore to sell butter in their town. It wakatedthat Priddianand hg
wife made journeys to Taunton twice aveek "with one or tw
horse-ladings obutter," but the men oBridgwater would not allow
them to pass through their towsithout alicence. In1612 Richac



Counsell of Védmorewas granted alicence tobuy butterand chees
within the countyof Somersetand to sell the same in Wiltshire
Hampshire and Dorset.

Stringent measurewere adopted inStuart times inregard to th
regulation andicensing ofale-housesandthose whichwere considere
superfluouswere suppressed. 1616 the Jury of theHundred 6
Bempstone, havindeen informedthat there were six "tipplers" r
Wedmore, were ofopinion that one or twowere sufficient for the
village, andthe Justicesvere asked tadecidewhich of the men wer
most fit to be licensed. The word "tippler" was ttaplied to avendo
of intoxicating liquors,not, as inlater times, to thetoo-exuberan
consumer.

42. THE CIVIL WAR.

During theearly years ofthe Civil War the Royalistcause 1
Somerset wagmaintained by the Marquis of Hertford and othe
prominent gentlemein the County, while most of the yeomen an
manufacturers supported tRarliament. Thdirst shots of thewar wee
exchanged at Street in Augug642, butserious fightingdid not begr
in Somersetuntil the King's Cornish armyafter their victory a
Stratton in May, 1643pver-ranDevon, and marched tdChard, whete
they were joined by forces underthe Marquis of Hertford and Princ
Maurice. Theunited armiesmarchedinto Somerset,quickly capture
Taunton, Bridgwater andDunster, and after skirmishes atChewto
Mendip and Clavertondefeated Vdller's main army atLansdown, nea
Bath, on July5th. In 1644 ,however,the Royalistswere drivenout d
Taunton, and on July 10th, 164&iter being defeated at.angport, thg
were expelled from Bridgwater. Dunster, their last stronghold
surrendered on April 191646, after a siege of 160 days.

Wedmore seems to have pastfawugh thesegears of wawithou
serious disturbancealthough Wells, only eight miles distant, wa
occupied by eacparty in turn. A note on thélyleaf of abook in tre
CathedralLibrary recordsthat on May 10th, 1643, Colonel Popham'
soldiers"rusht into thechurch, brokdown the windows, organsiont,
seats in theyuire, andthe Bishop's seahesidesmany other villanies"
the palace was algpundered But at Wedmore although the use of ¢h
Prayer Bookwas prohibited in1645, theReverend Mtthew Law, wh
had been Vicarsince 1627, continued in officeuntil 1647, when &
Presbyterian, Robert Edwards, was intruded into the living.

43. THE COMMONWEALTH MINISTERS.



The ministry of Robert Edwards in Védmore came to an end i
1650 when Francis James,ladependent, wagiven theliving. James
who seems to have been a persoqudrrelsomenature, wasummone
to appear at the ¥is QuarterSessions on Aprill9th, 1653, tcanswe
a claim bySarahCastlefor arrears ofwagesdue toher onleaving hg
service, and for the surrendsrcertainarticles of herclothing which la
had detained. Hevas ordered bythe magistrates to pa31 shillings fo
wagesdue andto hand over to Sarah "onegreen gowne, two red
petticoates, a blew petticoateyea whittle, a black capp,a smock,¢
halfe smock, two pairs of glove@ne leatheandoneyarne), apair d
blew stockings, and two lynnen capps-tie#iand and one dowlas." @h
publicity given to this matter mayave led tothe minister'sresignatio
for in 1654 Jeremy Horler was appointed to succeed him.

On the 7th May 1655Jeremy Horlermarried Ann, widow o
George Hodges, whibaddied only two monthsearlier. This marriage
which seems toindicate that the Hodges family were on tle
Parliamentaryside in the Civil War, was of considerable socid
advantage to Mr.Horler as he therebyained aresidence at th
manor-house where he continuedlitee until his wife'sdeath in1684
although hegave up his ministerial duties sometime before th
Restoration of 1660. Perhaps it was through his wife's influence that th
"Trustees formaintenance of Misters" on December25th, 1655
approved araugmentation of £30 tdhe income of the ministerfo
Wedmore which, in 1650, was only £50 a year.

A petition was presented toCromwell in March 1655, ly
twenty-three residents aedmore,asking to beallowed the use ofe
room in the ChurchHouse forreligious services aghey had no plae
where they could conveniently neet. As theservices inthe Parik
Churchwere then beingconducted inaccordancewith the "Directory’
authorised byParliament in1645, there wouldnot seem tohave bee
any need for such separate services, but the Council, to whom Clomwel
referredthe matterconsideredthat "all fit accommodationshould I
given to persons that truly fear God and manifest the same by aehumbl
and peaceableonversation,'and grantedthe petitioners the use ofeth
room when it was not required by the civil authorities.

44. THE WESTOVER FAMILY.

At the QuarterSessionsheld at Wells on 15thDecember,1658
John Westover of Wedmore reportedt as he waseturning home fiw
Brent Fair on Mchaelmas Day he wasttacked'in a dark place of tla
way" by anumber ofmen, whosenames he gave, one of whdlore
half his cloak off his back argtruck him so that he fetff his horse'



Thereseems tchave beersomedifficulty in identifying the assailants
and it is not recorded that any of them were convicted.

This John VWeéstover, who was a membef a family lorg
established inWedmore,was buried in the south aisle of AImoE
Church in 1679 undertambstone with arnscription including twelve
lines of verse ofwhich the initial letters spell thedeceasechames
Unfortunately when the church wasstored in1881 the tombstone wa
moved into the south chapel and the font wiased on it sdhat mut
of the inscription is now hidden. The last four lines of the verses read: -

“Of death let this a warning be
Unto such as pass by,
Expect a sudden change to see,
Repent, for doctors dye."

Westover's wife, Joan, and léen John, who, like hifather, wa
a "chyrugeon,'arealso commemorated onhe tombstoneBoth fathe
and son lived aPorch Housea 17thcenturybuilding to which a wig
was added in th&9th centurybut theyoungerJohn, inaddition to hs
ordinary medicalwork, took resident mental patientsand for ther
accommodatiotbuilt the stoneouthouse ofthree storeys, whichstill
stands. Froml685 to 1700 Dr. \Wstoverkept a journal in which én
enteredthe namesandailments of his patientand the fees hecharge
them. The twolarge stonefigures ofthe 15th century, nowsed a
gateposts in theourtyard ofPorch Housewere brought there from ¢
religious house at East Brent which was demolished in 1708.

45. CERTIFICATES OF SETTLEMENT.

When the Act of 1601 provided that every parish should &
responsible for the maintenance of its own poor, it had not foeesee
that as the trade of the couningreased there would kzeflow of labou
to areas wherevork was most abundant. Whenthis happened th
Overseers irsuchareas viewedvith somealarm theinflux of person
who, having noresources beyonttheir capacity towork, might requite
relief if tradefluctuationsreducedthe demandfor labour. Consequently
in 1662, an Act was passethpowering the Overseemsijth the consen
of two justices, to remove any persons wdame tolive in atenemen
of less tharE10 annualvalue to the parisheaherethey had alegd
settlement if there seemed a probability that they might need poor relief.

In 1672 the justicedhad, under the last-namedAct, ordered th
removal of Moses Pether from WedmeéwoeEast Brentput the Court b
Quarter Sessionsdecided that he should be allowed to remain &



Wedmore"unless theparishionersthereof shewedgood cause to th
contrary"; and in July, 1674, an order the justicesfor the removal b
Elizabeth Porch from Wedmore todsrewasrescinded bythe Court 6
Sessions.These caseshew thatOverseersand local justices wer
sometimesover-zealous irtheir endeavour tckeepthe Poor Rate at
low figure.

There was a clause in the Act of 1662 whpehmitted aperson ¢
go into anyparish to workprovided he, carriedwith him a certificat
from the Ministerand aChurchwarden or Overseer bfs own parig
acknowledgingthat he was "aeclaredinhabitant” of thatplace, an
gradually it becamethe practice for parish officers to give sut
certificates to families wishing to mowsewhere sahat theOverseer
of the parishes inwhich theyworked might havesecurityagainsttheir
becoming a charge dhem. In April, 1678,John Starr wasllowed t
live with his grandfather at Wedmore dhe undertaking ofthe parig
officers of Compton Bishop to receive him again shouldeggire poo
relief, and in April, 1696, William Carpenter ofthe parish of St
Cuthbert, Wells, who wished to work as a blacksmith adiore, wa
allowed tolive in that villageunder asimilar guarantee. 11697 legd
sanction was giveto this practice, inParliamentand uniform netha
of procedure was adopted for the granting of "Certificates of Settlement."

46. PARISH APPRENTICES.

The clause inthe Poor Relief Act of 1601 whictenable
Churchwardensind Overseers tdind poor children asapprentices wa
taken full advantage of bythe parish officers who found this &
convenient way ofproviding for the children and atthe same tim
supplying farmers and others with a constant supply of cheap labour, fo
the only obligation on those who took the children wagrtwvide ther
with "sufficient meat, drink, apparel, lodgirggnd washing,andall othe
things necessanandfit for an apprentice." Boysvere bounduntil the
age of 21 or4, and girls until 21 ormarriage,and asthere was a
minimum agelimit for apprenticeshiuntil 1816, children were ofter
apprenticed aseven years ofge, orevenyounger. Anyparishioner b
standing might be required takea childand had topay a fine of £5fi
he refused tdo so.Agreementsivere sometimesmade,with mastersrni
other parishes, but th®verseers inthose parisheswere naturaly
reluctant toacceptthe children as aresidence of 40 daygavethem ¢
legal settlement.

In the parish chest at Wedmaee a large nuber of apprenticeshi
agreements. Most of theare onprintedforms, but the twcearliest r
dateappear to beopies of informakhgreementsnade in1679. One ¢



these reads "Joane King, daughter of Robert King, late of Sand
carpenter,deceased, oher own free andvoluntary will and by tla
consent of theChurchwardensand Overseers of Wedmore, apprentice
herself toJohn Latcham ofStoughton,husbandmanuntil she is 21"
the otherdocumentrecordsthat "JohnPi, son of George Pi, wa
apprenticed by the parigtificers toJohn Gill of Wedmore blacksmith
until he is 24 by theconsent of twojustices, tolearn the trade of ¢
blacksmith." Thesechildren probablymadethe usual promise teene
their masters "in all lawful businesgcording totheir power, wit an
ability, andhonestly,orderly and obediently inall things demean an
behavethemselvesowardstheir said mastersand all his" during the
terms of their apprenticeships.

47. THE MONMOUTH REBELLION.

During the reign of Charlds his illegitimate son, JamesDuke d
Monmouth, gained considerablpopularity in Englandamongst thos
with Protestant sympathies for they saw in him a possibéeessorct
the throne instead of the lawful hdiamesDuke of York, who was a
avowed Roman Catholic.Consequently, wherMonmouth landed &
Lyme on Junellth, 1685, dew monthsafterthe death ofCharles, h
found sufficient support to enable him tearch quickly toTaunton an
thence toBridgwater, wheranany Somerset mepined his army, an
during his subsequentarch througtcentralSomerset hebtained mar
recruits in the towns and villages through which he pasgeste can &
little doubt that men from Wedmore were amongst those agsemble
at Bridgwater and, marched out from that place on Btlyto meethei
deaths orthe field of Sedgmooror, a little later, at thehands of the
hangman.

Thelist of men executedafter trial by JudgeJeffreys,though i
recordsthe names of six hung at Websd six at Axbridge, does no
mention any men of Wedwre. This fact may seem tocontradict tla
tradition that Jeffreys held Courtthe market-house ithe Borough an
that by hisorders aman washanged orthe marketcross.There is 1
doubt, however,that many of the"rebels" were sumrarily execute
without trial, andthe storyhandeddown inthe Leigh family that tw
men were hanged orthe same bough of an eltree in Comb Batd
must not be dismissed as merely an idle tale.

Unfortunately, Wells Cathedral,where the damage caused dugin
the Civil War hadbeenmadegood in 1664, againsuffered athe hand
of Monmonth's menfor it is recorded in aminute of the Cathedrh
Chapterheld on July 1st, 1685,that "the rebel fanatics early thi
morning profaned the whole furniture of the Cathedral, almosed tle



organ, and transformedthe sacrededifice into stalls for their horses.
They are also said to have takkead from the roof to makbkullets, an
wantonly tohavedefacedsome of the statues on the west front af th
building.

Where Monmouthfailed in 1685, William of Orangesucceededri
1688, for in the interval ofhree yearghe arbitraryacts of KingJame
had madehim so generally unpopularthat whenWilliam landed
Torbay on November 5th, 1688, he was welcomed daligererand tte
King, finding that he had not the support of the army or of those che ha
supposed to be his friends, left the country. An Act was passed ¥
which William and his wife Mary, @alaughter ofJames Il,became Kig
and Queen for their joint and separate lives.

48. THE HODGES FAMILY.

Late in thel7th centurythe manor of WWdmorepassednto new
ownership after having been ihe possession of thdodgesfamily for
over ahundredyears.GeorgeHodges,who died in March 1655, had rt
male issue, but his widow, Ann, who shoréfterwards rarried Jerem
Horler, continued to occupthe manor-houseuntil her death in 1684
The estate then passedltme, theyounger ofhertwo daughters by he
first husband, whdad becomethe wife of John Strachey ofSutta
Court, near Bristol, in 1662, and before 1700 shehad sold it to Si
Thomas Bridges of Keynsham. Thame ofStracheyhowever,appear
in the Rate books of ¥imoreuntil 1783 and this fact points to th
probability that members ofthat family continued to occupy th
manor-house as tenants long after the Bridges became the owners.

In the northchapel of VédmoreChurch is part of a monumernt t
the Hodgesfamily which incorporates brasses tGaptain Thoma
Hodges,who was killed athe siege ofAntwerp in 1583, and his sa
George,who died in 1634: theywere the sonand grandson of th
Thomas Hodges who bought the manor addwiore in1577. The bogd
of CaptainHodgeswas buried in Flanders,but his heart wassent t
England forburial: the inscriptionon his brass concludeswith the
verse:-

Here lyes his wounded heart for whome
One kingdom was too small a room;
Two kingdoms therefore have thought good to part
So stout a body and so brave a heart.

On the northside of the choir is amural monunent curious)
designedwith an inscription whictreads: - "Near tahis placerest



bodies ofGeorgeHodges,Esq., and Ann, his wife, since thevife of
Jeremy HorlerClerk." There are nadates onthe monument, but ¢h
burial registers shew that the husband died in 1655 and the wife in 1684.

49. APPLICANTS FOR POOR RELIEF.

The Overseers of the Poor, two of whevere appointedeach yea
for Wedmore, must often have foundtheir duties of office a gread
hindrance tatheir ordinary occupations, but although tludfice was a&
unpaid one they could not refugeservein their turn withoutincurring
legal penalties. Agachparish was financially responsible fas poa
the Overseers were mugie-occupied irendeavouring tkeepthe rate
at as low devel aspossible,andany generousnstincts they may hav
had were held under strict control.

Beforepoor peoplewvere grantedelief carefulenquirieswere mad
as to their legastatus agarishionersdoubtful casesheing referred t
the local justiceshefore whom the personsoncerned wer@xamined
Records ofmany of these examinations from 17@8wards,which ae
preserved with th@arish documents, shetivat it was ofterdifficult tc
determine the place of the ldsgal settlementfor settlenentscould ke
acquired in avariety of ways-by birth and parentage, by marriagey b
hired service for twelve months, by apprenticeship, byrenting ¢
tenementabovethe yearly value of£E10, byownership of property, yo
payment of public taxes, or by serving a public office.

Examples of problem cases referred to the justices are thoserof Joh
Williams in 1740and John Barnard in1741. Williams was born &
Wedmoreand remainedthereuntil he was 19 or 20when he wentc
Mark and lived there withis uncle, Wliam Counsell,for 1 1/2 years
but under no covenant though reeeivedclothesand noney from him
He then worked for William Bowl of Blackford; arafterwards at a wag
of 3s. a week for James Holbrook of Rodney Stoke, but ombisag
he returned to VEdmore andwas living there in a cottagevhich
bought for £18. JohnBarnard, whose birthplace wasSomerton, ha
workedfor a yearundercovenant forRichardDowling of Coxley for &
wage of £615s., buthad subsequentlyrented ahouse atCompto
Dundon for £14 10s. a yeandwas thenliving with his father-in-law
Joseph Cutler, at Wedmore. The decision of the justices in these g
not recorded. Ithe parishofficers were dissatisfiedwith the magistrate's
decision inany casethey could appeal tadhe Quarter Sessionsagaing
the "Order for Removal'this was donequite frequentlyandoften wit
success.

50. POOR-HOUSES.



A meeting ofthe Vestry washeld on September4th, 1734, ¢
consider the erection of a workhouse. It was decided thatWihérouse
applied tothe use of thepoor should beepairedfor the purpose an
henceforwardshould bedeemed V@rkhouses,and that only person
admitted thereto should beelieved by the Overseers." Atanothe
meeting held a fortnight later the parisfiicers were directed toobsere
the provision of an Act of 1693 that "the names of those to receliee
should beentered in &ook to heproduced ateach EasterVestry, an
none but theywere to receiveelief except byorder of aJustice of th
Peace,"andalso of aclause in arAct of 1697 requiringall personsti
receipt of relief'to wear alarge Roman 'P' withthe first letter of the
name of the parish ired orblue cloth upon the righghoulder of thei
uppergarment.” At thesame meeting the Vestrgrdered"that tre
Churchwardensand Overseersshould seize the goods of all person
receiving relief to the end that the same be brought intoeth
Workhouse."

The obvious purpose of theseaesolutions was todiscourag
applications for relief so that the rates mightreducedfor only peopk
in the mostdesperatecircumstances wouldtonsent toterms whicl
involved the sacrifice aheir personaliberty and subjectedhem to th
indignity of being brandeds paupers. To what extent thesders wer
enforced the parish records do not revieal,as thejuestion ofproviding
a workhouse wasaised, and similar resolutionspassed, affrequen
intervalsbetweenl748 and 1785, it isevidentthat no effective actiar
was taken inthis matter during the 18th century.Although tte
appointment of a"prudential person" as Workhouse Master swa
approved by &/estry held onAugust 4th, 1786there is noevidene
that such an appointment wager madeThis wasprobablydue to tla
smallness of the salary offered failing to attract applicants.

The "two houses" whickverethe subject of so many resolution
were originally the Church House atite Chantry House, but sinces th
end ofthe 17thcenturythey hadbeenused asdwellings forthe poor
Both buildings stoodin the churchyard -the Church House at éh
south-westcornerfacing Church Streetand the Chantry House at ¢h
west end facing down Pilcorn Street.

51. PARISH HOUSES.

Notwithstanding the Vestry's many resolutions, it is not likelyt tha
outdoor poor relief was entirely discontinuedy can itbe supposed tha
the two houses in the churchyamlild accommodate dltie parish poor
It is possible that the Parishfficers had,from time to time, built
cottages orthe waste, as thelyadbeenempowered to do byhe Poo



Law of 1601, and that they hatso taken possession ofttages on th
decease obwnerswho hadbeen in receipt oparishrelief in order t
recoverfor the parishpart of thesums spent on theimaintenance.rl
these houses paupers were often given free accommodation.

In 1698 the ParistOfficers bought a house from JohBaker &
Oldwoodfor £30, perhaps fothe use of the poor. The houkad, r
1693, beengranted bythe feoffees ofBishops Still's Almshouses a
William Baker, andhis wife Jane,andhis son Johrfor their lives, bu
as William Baker died in July, 1696, and his wife in the Januay
following, their son John had power to assign the property.

At a meeting of the Vestrgn April 4th, 1784, theDverseers wer
authorised to purchase "all the, cottage hoaselgardensnow standirg
on any of the wasteground orbelonging to anyperson orperson
within the parish who shall or may be in want @lief from the sa
officers." Accordingly on September 29th, 1784, @erseerdoughte
cottage afThealefrom William Daunton,andone at Panborough fro
Thomas Lewis, paying £5 for each, and the mvereallowed to remai
in the cottagesindertenancy agreementBauntonbeing given aeas
for 21 years and Lewis a lease for 7 years at a rent2Z0sf ayear each
payable quarterly. 16786 agreements osimilar termswere made wit
Thomas Williams of Clewer, WillianBeach ofPanborough Moor, an
Jane Hoare of Blackford.

52. BASTARDS AND BEGGARS.

Among the multifariousduties ofthe Overseersduring the 18t
century oneof the most troublesome was that darranging for th
maintenance oillegitimate children. If an unmarriedwoman asked fo
relief, either beforeor afterthe birth ofher child, she wasxamined o
oath before a magistrate concernihg father.On obtaininghis namee
warrantwas immediatelyissued forthe man'sarrestandwhenthis wa
affected he had either pay the amounstated ornthe affiliation order o
go to gaol. In a case heard in 1773 the fatherasdered topay 1s. 6d
a week while the childvas chargeable tihe parishandthe mother wa
required to pay 6d.&eek unlesshe should "nursandsustain it." Tla
amountdemandedrom fathersvariedfrom 1s.to 2s. aweek,and thg
hadalso to pay the lying-irexpensesvhich might be as little as 6s.
but were usually between £1 and £2.

A good deal oftrouble wascaused bypeople whose legailace ¢
settlement was Wedmolaut whowanderedabout the country irseart
of work and, not finding it, took to beggingBetween1772 and 1791
ten or twelve such peoplgere arrested a@soguesand vagabonds" an
conveyed toWedmorefrom places as remotas Halberton, Isleworth



Bray, Cookham,Kidderminster,and Kirkby Lonsdale.Under anAct of
1744 any justices before whoragrants werdrought mightorder ther
to be publiclywhipped, orsendthem to theHouse of Correctiomntil
the next Sessions, athich theymight besentenced to &urther pericc
of confinement before being conveyed to the pladesrethey hadlegd
settlements.

Husbandswvho desertedheir wives and families might have thai
property, seized oa magistrate'srderor, if apprehended, wemequire
to give security not to repeatthe offence onpain of imprisonment
Among the parish papers is a document of 1&¥H@reinJohn Sheppar
acknowledges himself to lmund to the Parisbfficers of Wedmore it
the sum of £20 "in case | ever shall rawayfrom my wife andfamily
and thereby leave theohargeable tdhe said parish,and | further agre:
to pay thesaidparish all theexpenses | havput themto by runnirng
away in time past."

53. MEDICAL ATTENDANCE ON PAUPERS.

Medical attendance on poor people who were ill was paid for dy th
Overseersput professionaladvice was sought only in seriousases
minor ailments being treated by some local man or woman oleloe
to be skilled in healing. If the patient was confined to bed anglative
was available, a woman wasgagedor the necessaryluties at a wag
which was sometimes as loas ashilling a week. Much time an
trouble wascaused tahe Overseers inmaking thesearrangements fo
individual casesandthe expense tdhe ratepayersvas considerable an
incalculable. TheParishOfficers thereforadecided toadoptthe plan ©
making acontractwith a localdoctor to attenall the parish poor at
fixed rate per annum, aril 1764 the Vestrnagreed topay Mr. Richac
Glanvile the sum of eight guinetem Easter taEaster "forthe surgey
work of the poor as is not able to pay themselves."

In 1766 theannual payment to Mr. Glanvile wasised to te
guineas, and in 1777 to fourteen guineas, but in 178@atapparent|
given up this work as in April of that year a parish meeting was held "t
elect a surgeon apothecary to havihe care ofthe poor.” Mr. Joh
Sprake therundertookthe duties, butnstead of receiving fixed sur
per annum he was "instructed to producelilis every nonth," and thg
arrangement continuaghtil the end ofthe 18th centuryMr. Glanville
was, however, askdaly the Overseers taeport onthe stateof Thoma
Williams' wife in 1787, and in 1789 heinoculatedthe children in tk
Poor House against small-pox afeg of one guinea. Théee for othe
children was three shillings each.



The costof paupersfunerals wasusually paid bythe parish. Ta
arrangements were carried asgteconomically agpossible, theprincipd
expensebeing the coffin, which wasnade bythe local carpenter at
cost of 15s. or 16s. for adults and 8s. for children. A small payment wa
made tothe women whdifted the corpseinto the "chest,"the sexto
was paid 2s. 6d.for digging the grave and ringing the bell, an
occasionally calico was bought for a shroud and the mourners were give
bread and cheese.

54. THE VILLAGE SCHOOL.

Evidencethat there was achool in Wedmore asarly as1707 &
provided by an entry in the Churchwardens' Accounts foryibat whid
reads: "For mending the Schoole-house winddwss6d." The State di
not concernitself with education inthe 18th centuryand the poore
classes in towns and villages where there wasngdowedschoolhad rt
opportunity of learning to reaal write, unlesshe parentsvere prepare
to pay afew penceweekly for suchtuition at aDame's school or il
Charity School built and maintained by their more prosperos
neighbours. It was in the reign @jueenAnne that someenlightene
people began the movement to provide schools foedueation of pao
children in readingwriting, moral discipline,andthe principles of th
Church of England, and amongst the, earliest of such schools was that a
Wedmore.

No further reference to achool appears inthe parishdocumerd
until 1732 whenat a meeting of the Vestry, it wagreed topay ¢
schoolmaster £4 gear "to teachsuch poor people'shildren as th
parish shallthink proper.” The master'same isnot recorded,but ir
1751 Joseph Chapman wagpointed to keethe school at salary 6
£5 a year,and in 1757 he wasucceeded byohn Rickard,who, at tlg
same time, was appointed "to take care of the Parish Books," which ha
formerly beenkept by the Parish Clerk, William Sweet. Sometim
before1783 Rickard gave place to \liam Nicholls, who waspaid &
year's salary (theum notstated)'for teachingten boys "onLady Day
1784, and £55s. for a year's salary ohady Day, 1785. In 1796 th
vestry appointed Villiam Rickard, "son of the late JohmRickard," €
keep the school.

The parish school was probabigld in aroom of theold Chanty
House, whichstood atthe westend ofthe churchyard.The room muts
have been cold and comfortless, agas notuntil 1761 that thevestry
resolved"that a fireplace should bebuilt in the Schoolchamber."¢
similar resolution in 1733 not having been acted upon.



55. THE ANDREWS LIBRARY.

On the west wall othe porchon the south side of Wedmoe
Churcharetwo stone tablets with_atin inscriptions, one of whicl
commemorates James Andrews (died 1747) anthaiswives, Elizabet
and Frances, while the othdrearsthe names of JohAndrews (diec
1748)and William Andrews.Thesememorials, whichwere erected b
William Andrews inhis lifetime, wereoriginally on the north wall, fo
the chamber abovéhe porch, but in 1880 thewere removed tahei
presentposition. Inthe roommentioned is aollection of 125 books
publishedabroad between1536 and 1737, whichare known as th
"Andrews Library."

The history of these bookand of their original owner had bee
almost forgotten until the Revd. S.H. A. Hervey began to mak
enquiries, when a few facts concerning tleme to light; but the stpr
hasbeenmadequite clearthrough therecentresearches of MrCosnt
Rawlins. It appears that WilliarAndrewswas thesecondson of Jame
Andrews by his first wife and was baptised atdivore in1697; that h
took his B.A. degree at Oxford in 1724 and studied theology withva vie
to becoming a priest, but && was a non-juror heould not accept th
offer of Churchprefermentoffered to him bySir MarmadukeGresham
In 1728 he wentbroad ascourier to Wiliam Draper of Addiscomhe
Surrey (agrandson oflohn Evelyn, theliariest) and did not return t
England until 1737. He then accompanied George Pitt, juniadDxforc
and remainedthere ashis tutor until 1739. He theappears to hav
returned to VEdmore tolive with his father and step-mother at "th
corner house opposite the west gatthefchurchyard, house which, ri
recent times, has served as a Police Station, an Ardéfispost, ande
private residence.

While he was at \8dmore, Villiam Andrews, with permissio
from the Vicar of that timeysedthe roomabovethe churchporch as
study, and it is probablethat heworked there onhis translation
Pascal's "Provincial Letters," whialas published in1744. He lgf
Wedmore in 1748 and wentlige in Bath,where, in Novemberl 750
he was married in the Abbey Church to Anne Reyner, widowdiéteir
June 1759, and was buried in Bath Abbey: his wife survived until 1762.

Before leaving Wedmorefor Bath, William Andrews noved h
Library to the "corner-house"which, after his father's death, wa
occupied byhis half-sisterRuth andher husbandHenry Rawlins, an
there the booksremaineduntil 1792, when,after the death of Mr
Rawlins (who had survived his wife) their son, the Réenry Rawling
conveyed them tahe chamber abovéhe Churchporch prior toselling
the house.



56. HANNAH MORE'S SCHOOL.

The efforts of Hannah More and hasters to establisBunday an
Day Schools in the Mndip villages, whichbegan in1789 with tle
opening of a school a&heddarmet with violentopposition from the
local farmers andtheremployers oflabour. While staying at an inrl a
Cross tomakeenquiriesfor suitable premisefor a school atCheddar
Hannah and her sister Martha cameontact with anan whomHann&
described asthe chief despot othe village, who isvery richand vey
brutal." This manassuredthem that "religionwould be the ruin @
agriculture,that it was avery dangeroughing and had produced miuc
mischief since it waimtroduced bythe monks of Glastonbury yvhile
they were toldoy anothemanthat "theyshouldnot come to make ki
ploughman wiser than himself; he did not want saints but workmen."

In 1799 the Nbses Mre opened aschool in Pilcorn Stree
Wedmore, which was puinderthe superintendence of #d. Carrol, bu
violent opposition tats establishmentvas arousedand at a reeting ¢
the Vestry on the 18th August in that year, at whichMfvar (William
Bishop) and the curate (Wiliam Eyre) and the Churchwardens wer
present, it was resolved: -

"That the school in this parish erected and supported by
subscription through the hands of the Miss Mores is
offensive to us as being the meeting-place for people who are
not respectful to the regular ministry of the Church. We do
not approve of such schools as having, in our opinion, the
doubtful if not dangerous tendency of innovation. The care of
the poor youth of this parish is ours, and we meet again
upon a plan of a school for them at our own expense."

The "savage" and "depraved" farmgs MissMore describedhen)
then presented a petition to tbean of Wells asking that Miss bret
school shoulde suppressedandnotice was given out ighurchthat ¢
parish schoolould be opened onthe following Sundayand if the
children did not atteni "the parishofficers should be uporthem." Tte
objectors toMiss More's schoolere evidently not successful in thei
attempt to have it closed for 1800 Miss Mirtha Morereportedthat i
was "not as full as wecould wish, yet some appearance fo
improvement," and added "but the parish depraved and shocking as ever.

57. GROWTH OF THE VILLAGE, AND, CHURCH
LIFE IN THE 18TH CENTURY.



Many persons,particularly farmers,acquired land in Wedmoe
during the lateryears ofthe 16th century whenthe manor which la
belonged to the Deans ofalls was soldn small lots, andthe buildirc
of houses and cottages on these lands led to a considerable increase in th
population of the villageluringthe two following centuries. In 1791
therewere 329 houses in thparish, sixtyof which were cottages, an
the population wasgstimated a4,800. Of thetotal number ofhouse
34 were inthe Boroughand 59 "scatteredabout nearthe church," th
others being irthe surroundinghamlets.Blackford had46, Theale 28
Cocklake 20, Stoughton 19, and Mudgéd Clewer 1%ach. At Wels
Ham, SandHeathhouse, Panborougind Crickhamtherewere from ¢
to 12 houses aachplace, atBagley therewere 6, while at Latchar
there wasnly one housea farmhouseThese figuredndicate clearly
that except forthe concentratiorof houses in theentre ofthe Village
and inthe hamlets oBlackford andTheale, theremainder weresprea
over a verywide area.The Census Returns of 1801 (the first Censu
taken in England) shew that there were 2,122 people living ipatig
of Wedmore in that year.

Church life during the 18th centuwas not veryigorous for mos
of the Vicars were non-residentand the parish was left to theare
curatesHenry Castleman, who wagicar from 1721 to 1741and ha
previously served as curateas one of thdew incumbents whaeside
in the parish, and at his death he was buried in the chancel ofidheh
The Sacramerdf Holy Communionwas administerenly threetimes
a year - atEaster, Whitsuntidand Christmas,and Mattins, which wa
the only serviceprovided onordinary Sundays, wagead throughout
Music wasintroducedabout themiddle of the century,and in 1754 ¢
gallery was erected at the westd ofthe church forthe accommodatio
of the singers. Even then the musical part ofdbevicewas probaly
restricted tothe unaccompaniedinging of Tate and Brady's metricd
psalms,andperhaps damiliar hymn. Thesingerswere started by th
Parish Clerk, who, from his sedielow the parsonin the ot
three-decker pulpit, gave them the opening notes on a pitch-pipe.

58. THE MANOR OF WEDMORE AND THE
ENCLOSURE ACTS.

In 1787 Jame8rydges,third Duke of Chandos, soldis estate &
Wedmore for £3,850 to John Thring and Willi@racher, bywhom tte
property was let on a 2jears lease tdohnBarrow. Mr. Barrow, wh
had been resident athe manor-housesince 1783, came of afamily
which had establishedtself at Wedmorelate in the 17th centunAfter
his death, in1804, and that of hiswidow in 1808, theirson, John



purchasedhe propertyfrom John ThringandJohn Kellow Bracher fo
£15,000, and it was transferred to him on October 7th, 1808.

The considerable increase the value ofthe estatebetween 178
and 1808 isaccountedor by the addition of many acres of moorlan
during the perioduinderthe authority oftwo EnclosureActs. It was th
policy of the Government at that time émcouragehe accumulationfo
lands in large compact estates under landlords who had the capita¢ and th
credit to carry out the necessary draining and fencing of these laadite
so that theymight bemadesuitablefor cultivation. From the pointfo
view of national productionthis policy was quite sound, but as ¢h
Commissioners whoadministered the Acts were empowered ct
dispossess allsettlers on thesdands who could not prove thei
undisputed occupation for at least twenty years, ameftserecognitior
of any rights of common, there was an inevitadéeline inthe numbe
of small farmers and a rise in the numbelaofdless labourerafter tte
provisions of the Enclosure Acts had been carried through.

In January, 1791, a Vestry Meeting was held &diiore"to male
a new Poor Rate in which the new enclosed lands calledinate Moor
Churchland Mor, Tadhamand Yeel Moor, Mudgley Moor, Tealhar
Moor, Blackford Moor, Blackford Ham, and Harepit" were included fo
assessment. Aearlater therewas asimilar meeting inrespect of th
"new enclosed lands called Panborough Moor, Yeo Moor, Ox Modr, par
of Galway Moor, part of GreatNotlake Moor, part of Little Notlake
Moor, CocklakelLoad andBagley Green." Inthese twolists are tle
names of all the moors by which the Isle of Wedmomiisounded.

59. REFUSAL OF POOR RELIEF.

Evidence is not wanting forove that inthe lateryears ofthe 18t
century the Overseers'anxiety to placate the ratepayersfrequenty
resulted intheir refusal of assistance to people bwhom it wa
desperately needed. 1784 the VédmoreOverseersvere summonedd
appear before the Justices at the White Hart Inn, Langpahswer th
complaint of John Crippor refusing his relief," and inthe same yea
summonsesvere also issued in respect oMary Williams “for no
relieving her in her distress," tloasebeing heard bythe Justices at ¢h
New Inn, Wrington.

A particularly distressingasewas that of MaryHardwick whos
husband, arExcise officer, absconded)eaving wife and her childrer
entirely unprovided for. She was granted relief which was quite
inadequate andfter someweekssheasked to besent toLondon whek
shecould get work atthe silk manufactory inSpitalfields. Theparid
agreed topay herrent for ayear and the expensef her journey t



London, which together cost £16 8s., and paghoupedhemselves Y
selling all her furniture at public auction for the pitiful sum of £6 Is. 1
1/2d. In 1807 MrsHardwick appears tchavereturned to V€dmore an
to have obtainedan indictmentagainst theOverseersfor refusing t
relieve her and hawo youngerchildren;two of theelderchildren wee
then in domestic service and two others had been placed out &
apprentices.

In December1787, the Reverend WadhanPigott called the
attention of the Overseers to the case of a ptcbwoman "whosegred
ageandinformities requirethe immediate eye of her daughtdhe ide
of conveying such an object to a Poor House is shockingutoeanity
where filthand msery mustgreatly aggravatehe alreadyinsupportald
weight of affliction. Her time cannot bdong by course ofyears,and|
think a hint only ina Christian country sufficientto operate one
consideratdeeling mind to alleviate thehortly remaining span of he
existence. Orevery accounassist herand prevent methe unpleasan
task ofenforcing bylaw whatthe more noble one of humanighout
suggest the propriety of." It is hearteniiogknow thathe indigent poo
had such a doughty champion as the Reverend Wadham Pigott.

60. NAVAL AND MILITARY RECRUITS.

In 1793, four yearsafterthe beginning othe FrenchRevolution
Francedeclaredwvar on England,and except for ashort period after th
Peace of Amiens in 1803 the two natiomsre at wamuntil Napoleore
defeat at Waterloo in 1815 brought the struggle terzh The danger 6
a Frenchinvasion ofthis country wasfor sometime acute,and mag
men were recruited for naval and military service.

The only references tonaval recruits inthe parishrecords ©
Wedmore occur ithe Vestry Mnutes of 24th April 1795when a rat
of 6d. in the £ wasnade"for raising, four men toserve inthe Nay
from the parishes of Wedmore and Breaant of ameetingheld on 7k
December, 1796, "to consider raising thmeen for the Navy"; buthes
is a good deal ofinformation concerningmilitary servicefrom the yea
1808 when, inaddition tothe regular Militia (first established in 166
and re-organised inl757), and the "Fencibles'(established in1803)
another supplementary force known as the Locéitil wasraised. Th
number of men to be recruited @achCounty wasfixed by Parliament
and to this quota every parish according to the numbiés dhhabitants
was required to supply its proportion of the number and their equipment.

In the regular Militia the age limits for recruits were 8145, tte
term of service was five yearand it was permissible t@rovide or pg
for a substitute.The amount of such paymenéaried considerable, fo



although it was fixed at £10 in 1757, William Leigh ofetivhore hadct

pay £30 to James Clatworthy as bigbstitute in 1808, that being &th
current price ofa volunteer inthe County of Somerset," but aeigh

was "not possessed of an estate of £500 half the amourthaged ¢

the parish"; in the years after Waterloo the price of a substitute fell to £
5s. ThelLocal Militia, which was established in1808, was raised ly
ballot among metetweenthe ageof 18 and 30, servicewas for fou
years, and substitutes were not allowed.

Wedmoremen whoenrolled inthe Militia were placed inthe 2
SomersetRegiment, whilethose whojoined the Local Mlitia were
drafted tothe West MendipEast Mendip,or PoldenHill Regiments
When the local militiamen were "assembledfor exercise"for shot
periods in the Spring and Autumn financial assistance was ¢iveard
the support of their wives and children by the Overseers.

Among the men from \@timorewho served inthe Militia weke
Benjamin Major froml803 to 1808)saacPhelps from 1804-1813, @n
Richard Rendlefrom 1803-1813.Rendle obtainedhis discharge 1
paying £5 to Charles Bthlin as his substitutd®helps seems to hav
provided asubstitute in John Swift withounhaking himany payment
and theparishprovided asubstitutefor Rendle inthe person ofseorg
Lester. In thepost-Waterlooperiod Thomas Vowlesand Henry Hars
joined the Militia in 1820 and JosephKnight, Paul Stowell an
SolomonHardwick in the following year. Among those in thd.ocd
Militia between 1809 an#l812 were Joseph Sticklamatd JosephUrch,
descendants of whom are still resident in Wedmore.

61. THE MAINTENANCE OF HIGHWAYS.

The maintenance afommon highways was parochialobligatiar
from early times, and in the Mddle Ages this work wasimposed o
occupiers ofploughlandsput in 1555 an Act wapassed ordering ¢h
annual appointment of two Surveyorsearery parish with authority ¢
call upon theinhabitantsfor suchassistance as wagcessary to kee
the roads ingoodrepair. This obligation was knowias "Statute Duty
andits neglect wagpunishable by fineshut asthere was nceffectiv
highway authority toseethat the workwas properlycarriedout it wa
frequently neglected, with the result that the roads in many parishes wer
quite unfit for wheeled traffic.

It was not until the latter part of the 18th century thatdbweditiar
of the highwaydegan to shevimprovement inconsequence of an Ac
passed in 1773 whidiave power tothe Justices to control thendut
of Surveyors as well as somnmeasure ofcontrol over the Turnpike
Trusts. Thesetrusts hadbeen legalised by afct of 1663 which gav



them power to erect gates and toll-bars and to mailte@e tousers 6
the roadsthey maintained and beforethe end ofthe 17thcentury the
were more thana thousandoll-roads in existence. Inrural districts
wherelocal control wasfavoured,the old method offorced labour ly
reluctant villagers was usually replaced by a highway rate.

Local Surveyors continued to be responsible forrttantenance fo
all the roads through ¥dmoreduring the 18th centuryandtheir dutie
were often neglected. InJuly, 1797, Bridgwater Quarter Session
imposed dine of £200 on theparish for"failing to repairthat part
the ancienthighway leading from Mark to Rodney Stoke betwee
CocklakeBridge andBartlett'sBridge," andthe money wasaised by
rate of8d. in the £. A Minute of the ¥imoreVestry in connectio
with this matter dated4th September] 798, indicatesthat each hamie
in the parish therhad aseparateSurveyor,and in 1813 Mr. J. M
Tuckerwas employed'to measureghe publickroads inthe parish an
estimate theprobableexpense okeepingthe same inrepair" and als
"to apportion thelands forsupporting thesaid roads in eight severa
hamlets,” but in 1824 an Act wagsassed'exoneratingthe severa
hamletsfor repairs ofthe highwayswithin their respectivelimits arc
making the whole parish responsible for their upkeep."

The firstrecord ofany payment to the Surveyors ofednore fo
their servicesappears inthe Vestry Mnutes of22nd September1821,
when it was agreed to allow Edward Edwards aritiafh Reeve£20 fa
the ensuing year, but in 1822 £5 each wassidered aufficient rewac
for Richard Baker and George Vowles.

In January, 1830, the parish made anarrangementwith the
Commissioners of th&urnpike Trust'to keepthe road from Hayse:
Corner to MoorLane" in proper repair, and atthe same time th
Surveyors were empowered to halkthe parishroads measureand t
make anagreementvith the Commissioners to payver to them "a
equal proportion of their wholerate according tothe neasure of th
Turnpike and Parish roadsrespectively." At a Vestnheld on Janugr
6th, 1841, it wageported'that a turnpikeroadwas in action of takin
placethrough the parishfor which the Trustees ofthe Wells an
Highbridge Turnpike Road were responsible, and in 1843, when the roa
had been completethe parishagreed topay the TrustE80 for keepirg
in repair for one year "so much of teaid Turnpike road aslies withir
the parish."

Statute Duty wasbolished byan Act of 1835, whichplaced tla
highwaysunderthe direction of Surveyorsand orderedthe expenses fo
maintaining roads to be paid by a reeied on theoccupiers of land.rl
1875 the Public Health Act vested the powers and duties of Survdyors o



Highway in urbanauthorities. Turnpike roads becamdncreasingy
unpopular during the 19th century owing to thdgteriorationunder tfa
management ofignorant and incompetent men,and with the
development of railways arttie disappearance afoachegheir revenue
greatly decreasedeventually theywere abolished bythe Highways an
Locomotives Act, 1878and in 1888 thelLocal Government Acplace
the responsibilityfor main roads(which includedall turnpikeroads) o
County Councilsand for all otherroads onUrban District and Rurd
District Councils.

62. OVERSEERS' DUTIES.

During the first thirty-fiveyears ofthe 19thcenturythe Overseer
of the Poorcarried onthe difficult and thankless task of relieving é¢h
parish poor whileendeavouring tkeepthe rates at asufficiently lon
level to satisfy the moggrudgingof the ratepayersHow onerous thei
duties were is revealed by tharish accounts. Iaddition, tothe regula
allowance of3s. to 3s. 6d.weekly to adultsand 1s. 6d. to2s. fa
children (of whom abow85 were"base-born") which amounted to £5
week, paymentsvere also made topeople temporarilyoo ill to work,
to the doctors and nurses who attended them, and, when an jifoess
fatal, tothe coffin makerandothersconcernedwith the funeral. To th
most necessitous of the poocpal (thencosting 1s. per cwt.), peat
clothing, and occasionallypotatoeswere supplied.There werealso tte
duties ofbinding children asapprenticesthe removal ofpaupers d
parishes where they had legal settlemehts,apprehensioof men wit
tried to evadetheir obligation under bastardy orders, the arrest 6
vagrants,and the oversight ofthe poor-houseand cottages inwhict
indigent persons were housed.

The arrangement made in 1799 withr. John Sprake toattend th
sick poor seems tbaveceased inl807 when aoctor,whose namesi
not mentioned in the Minutes, was paid a fixed salary of @Oannur
"in case no amputation takes place, or operatibaretwo surgeons ar
required," but in 1816 Mr. Arthur Phippen was granted 50 guineag a yea
"midwifery included andcasualtiesexcepted."Apparently the Overseer
considered this remuneratioomo high as in 1823 Mr. SeptimuRicke
was appointed as Parish Doctor at a salary of £&8%a "mdwifery, arc
casualties requiring other assistance, exceped 'thisarrangement vea
continueduntil 1829. In 1830Mr. Phippen wasgainappointed at 6
guineasper annum,andfrom 1831 to 1834when the newPoor Lav
abolishedthe system of locaDverseers, MrJamesTuckerreceived a
annual salary of that amount.



The records of examinatiobgfore magistratesf persongequirirg
relief, in order to determinewhich parish was legally responsible fo
their maintenance, reveal many pitiful casé$ardship. Mn who wer
too ill or too old to workhadseldomfound it possible tosave mong
from theirwages (whichwere usually between £5and£10 ayear) an
many womenand children were left destituteowing to the death o
desertion of husbandand fathers. AnnSpearing,examined in 1839
reported that she had been marfmd times, threéusbandsaving die
and the fourth having desertedr. Harriet Thayer,after herhusband &
been sentenced totransportation in1853, desertedher two yourg
childrenand hadater given birth to an illegitimate child. Among eth
recordedcases of vagrancy ithat of James Ropeggedtwelve years
who, in August1804, was apprehended at Mthester "forwanderirg
about and lodging in the open aifHe magistrates sentenced the boy t
imprisonment for seven days after whichvias to be sent to ¥dmoe
where his widowed mother was living. In thé'geod olddays" povery
and destitutionwere treated agrimes for which even children wee
severely punished.

63. DEMOLITION OF THE POOR-HOUSES.

The dilapidated condition dhe two Poor-houses the churchyat
was afrequentsubject of discussion at Vestry meetirdiging the fird
thirty years of the 19th century. In October 1802, it weddedthat the
housefacing the Vicarage,which wasdescribed asnearly in ruins,'
should be taken down and that some other house shouyddrdf®ased 10
built for the poor, but nothinpad apparently beedonetwo years late
when, after acomplaintregardingthe condition ofthe househad bee
made at the Wells Sessionswits resolved at a Vestry Meetihgld a
June 26th, 1804, thahe house should bémmediateput in complea
repairunderthe superintendence of MiEdwardEdwards." Mr. Edward
probablydiscoveredhat the house waseyond repair ashe Overseers
accountshewthat Jamed arder was paid eight guineador pulling i
down, and at another meeting of the Vestry on March 22nd, 180% it wa
decided'that the house lateltaken down, beebuilt with all possid
dispatch onthe old scite." Two monthdater John James' estimaté o
£285 Is. 9d. for the new building was accepted.

Ten yearslater Mr. JohnBarrow reported tathe Quarter Session
that the other Poor-house, at the wasd ofthe churchyard,was in ¢
very dilapidated conditioandtotally unfit for the receptionof the poo
as one of the rooms on tigeoundfloor had nowindow, thefloors d
the house needed renewing, the four rooms on the uppemf@erope
to the roof, the wallsvere in a dangerousondition and the beds an



bedding in a deplorablstate. The Courtrderedthe Overseers, taepai
the house by layingew floors, ceiling therooms, anderecting a ne
roof, and to provide new bedsteads antlave all the bedswashed. Th
Vestry, however,decided torebuild the houseand in duecourse it wa
taken down by John James at a cost of £8, but by a resohassed ta
a meetingheld onthe 26th Septembed815, it was decidednot ftc
rebuild it onthe same site buin "a more conveniensituation." Tl
result was that it was not rebuilt at all.

The house opposite thdcarage,which hadbeenrebuilt in 1805
was repaired in 1828ndsome improvementaere made to it irM829
but under the new Poor Law of 1834 parishese groupednto Uniore
with a Workhouse ineach Union, and the old Poor-housebecana
redundant. Itwas notuntil 1843, however,that the Vestry agreed ¢
allow the Trustees othe WellsandHighbridge Turnpike Road to tak
down the poor-houseand to convert the site and naterials to am
purposes they deemed advisable on paying £110 10s. to the Treaburers o
the Axbridge Union. The house was, in fact, bought for that sum by Dr
Hancock who used the materialsconstructing a housa the Borough
Part of the site was theamsedfor wideningthe road andthe remainde
added to the churchyard.

64. CHURCHES BUILT AT BLACKFORD AND
THEALE, AND CHAPELS AT WEDMORE.

The population of Wedmore steadihcreasedduring the first forty
years ofthe 19th centurypetween300 and 600 beingadded to th
number of inhabitants ieach ofthe ten-year periodsintil in 1841 tls
total population wag8,995. Astatementompiled bythe Overseersri
1831 (when the number of residents was 3,557) showshiiatwere &
that time 701 houses in the parish which were occupied by 724 families
32 uninhabitedhouses,and eight in course oferection. Ofthe 72
families, 572were engaged iagricultureand 131 in trade, there wer
513 labourersand 92 male and 147 female servants, while \Nolesat
Merchants. Capitalists, Bankers, Professional personsand othe
educated men" numbered 13.

The Revd. JohrRichards,who wasVicar of Wedmorefrom 1811
to 1825, took the initiatives inproviding additional Churd
accommodation for thgrowing population by buildin@hapels-of-eas
in the hamlets ofBlackford andTheale atthe western and easter
boundaries othe parish. In August 1823, a smailttagonal buildig
was consecrated at Blackfdig Henry Ryder, Bishop of Gloucester, an
in January, 1826, the foundation stone of Theale ChurcHaichby tte
Revd. JosepiRichards,who had succeedechis brother asVicar do



Wedmore in1825: when the building wasompletedtwo yearslater it
was consecrated by George Hehaw, the Bishop othe Diocese. Th
new churcheswhich were erected by local contractors,have
architectural merit, but they have fulfilled a useful purpose for more tha
a century,and in consequence dhe considerabldall in the populatio
of these villages since the buildinggere erectedthe accommodatio
they provide ismore thanadequatdor present-dayequirements. It wa
not until 1844 that Blackford and Theale became separate parishes.

Although Wesleyansocietiesbegan to beestablished in1738 i
was not until 1784 that Wesley's followesere legally constituted as
religious body disassociated from the Church of England. It is probable
therefore that the smalkhapelwhich occupiedpart of the site of th
presentChurch SundaySchool wasbuilt towardsthe end of the 18t
century. As the number of membérereasedwith the growth of th
population alarger building becamenecessaryand in 1817 thepresen
chapel atthe southend of Guildhall wasbuilt and the congregatio
movedinto it in the followingyear. The oldchapelwas then sold fo
£105 to Church oEnglandTrusteeswho also boughthe cottage an
gardenwhich adjoinedthe chapel forE140. From 1820 thehapel wa
used as a Church Day and Sunday Schevalthe cottageas aresidene
for the master, until 1878, when tlday scholarswere transferred to ¢h
newly-built Board School in theCheddarRoad. Thechapeland cottag
werethen demolishedand werereplaced bythe existing buildingwvhick
has sincebeen used for the Sunday School and for other parochid
purposes.

Therewas a congregatioaf Anabaptists in \Wdmore asearly a
1656, and in 1709 William Sprakenverted a housen Clayhill into &
meeting place fothem. In 1775 William Sprakes son of the origifa
benefactor, grantethe house to Baptist trusteesdthe presentchapé
was probably built about that time.

65. THE REVEREND WILLIAM WHITE.
Among the notableesidents of Wdmore: inthe 19thcentury tl
name of the Reverend William White, first incumbent of Theale Church
must find a place. The association of thghite family with Wedmoe
began in1774, when William White, aland surveyor of Arlingham
Gloucestershirebought anestate atSand where hebuilt a mansio
known asSandHouseandlived therewith his sister Abigail. In 178
Mr. White marriedAnn Savidge ofBlackford, but theyhad no family
Consequently when Abigail, who had married John Tudlied in 172
a few days aftethe birth of her secondson, William, the infant wa
taken to Sand House to be cared for by his uncle and aunt.



William White Tucker, -to give him his full name -received hi
earliest education at a schooMfedmore kepby a worthy damename
Priscilla Latchamand subsequently havent to schools aBleadon an
Bristol, but hefound study "exceedinglyirksome and distasteful " an
made very slow progress. It wast aneasy matter tdind him suitabk
employment, as he "felt nparticularinclination for any." However, &
the age of 17 hewvas articled to asolicitor in Bristol with whom &
remainedfor threeyears,but as hehadneitherinclination nor aptituck
for the legal profession habandoned it inl815 and, with his unclet
consent, returned to Sand House.

Under the Will of hisuncle, who diedn 1816, theSandestate wa
to becomehis propertyafter the death ofhis aunt onconditionthat e
assumed the surname ohité. He did this immediatelgfter his unclet
death. Having comenderthe influenceof someearnest Mthodists hi
thought turned to the possibility of becoming a minister, but he taok n
stepstowardsthe attainment ofhis purposeuntil 1818 when,afta
studying for three years under the supervision of aclergyman &
Almondbury, he was ordained ltlge Archbishop of Yorlkandappointe
to a curacy at Dewsbury. After staying there for tyears hereturned ¢
live with his aunt atSandand carriecbut someclerical duties bydoing
temporary duty at Blackford and elsewhere. In Febra&25, he rarriec
Jane, daughter of Benjamin Tyley ofedmore,andfor three years fio
that time he assisted with the services at Wedmore, Church.

In January1828, Mr. Whitebecamethe first incumbent of
newly-consecrated¢hurch atTheale. He wa®ncouraged bya gradu&
increase inthe attendance athe Sunday serviceand bythe success fo
the SundaySchool, buthe wasvery much disturbed bythe annu&
"Revel" in the village whichgave rise to much drunkenness an
fighting. In June 1829, he issued a printed address condemnireytte
as beingunder the devil's patronageand referred in particular to &€
dreadful amusementcalled backswood-playing inwhich men wer
encouraged to break eaother'sheads." Inthe following year he isswe
anotheraddress inwhich he expressedhe hope thathe "ancient bu
sinful custom of revelling mighte sweptaway." His protestswere na
unheeded, and the revel was held for the last time on June 18th, 1830.

When his aunt died in 1931, Mr. Whiteecamethe owner of San
House and went to live there. Owing to ill-healthdmgaged aurate r
1833 to conductthe services afTheale,and in 1835 heresigned th
living. For the remainder ofhis life he did not undertakeany regula
clerical duties but spent agood deal of his time in travel and r
compiling anautobiography which wagublished in1860. Hedied ir
1867, aged 74, and was buried in Wedmore churchyard.



66. POOR LAW AMENDMENT.

By the PoorLaw AmendmentAct of 1834local administration fo
the poor waplaced under electeBoards of Guardiansand its genera
superintendencender acentral Board of Commissioners inLondon
parish workhouses were replacedUrjion Workhousef which severa
parishes were united, and out-of-door relief was not granted ¢
able-bodiedpersons, those whegould not support themselvebeirg
compelled to enter a workhouse.

Under an Order ofhe Commissioners, dmorewas joined wik
37 other parishes in the "Axbridgion" from the28th January, 1836
and at a meeting ofe Vestry onthe following day Wlliam Reeves b
Blackford, William Green of Theale,and William Wall of Wedmore
were chosen asGuardians othe Poor. Védmore with a population b
3,557, was the largest parish in the group and the only omavethres
Guardians;the parisheof Cheddar,Banwell, Wington, Wnscombe
Weston, Mark,Burnham, Congresbursnd Blagdonhadtwo Guardian
each, while the remaining parishes, includidpridge had eacl singk
representative. It is of interest to ndkat the population of Weston i
1837 was 1,310 and of Burnham 1,113.

In June, 1836,there were 123 Wednare people in the Unio
Workhouse, and by March, 1837, the number had risen to 159, for man
peoplefound it impossible to maintainthemselves Wen all outdoo
relief was withdrawn.

A meeting toconsiderwhat should belonewith houses that wer
parish property in whichpoor personsad beenallowed to live at ¢
nominal rentwas held in June 1838.Nothing wasdecided on tha
occasion, but at a meeting May 1839,it was agreedthat thehouse
should be let. The matter did not come up again until March 1843, whe
a meeting wadeld "to ascertainvhat property ddelong to the Pailis
and what rent ought to bebtained forit." Apparently some of th
houses which ihadbeenthoughtbelonged tathe parishwere claime
by the occupiers agheir own property and when these claims wer
submitted to the Podraw Commissioners thegrderedthat onehous
at Crickham should be solkhdthe others let at rents of 3d. or &d.
week.

In September1843, however, after the Auditor of the Axbridge
Union had written to theOverseersthe Vestryresolvedthat all the
houses should be soldut this resolution wagescinded in My, 1844
and inthe following month it wasagreed: -"That the Churchwarden
and Overseers be empowered to recbyeapplication tdhe Justices th
poor-houses and other parish property and, re-let them to such persons a



are deservingpoor and parishioners at such rentas they shallthink
sufficient." Theappeal tothe Justiceapparentlyfailed, but it was no
until May, 1849, thatonsent was given to tHgoard of Guardians ¢
sell acottageand two gardens inShutters Lane, two tenements
Wedmore, a cottage amgdrden at_atcham, two tenementnd agarde
in Shutters Lane, a cottage agarden at Crickhanmg cottageand garde
called"Crickham churchyard," acottageand garden aCrickham EIm
and a house comprising three tenements at Beggars Batch, Blackford.

67. CHARITABLE BEQUESTS.

In post-Reformatiordays it was not an uncommopractice fo
people tomakesmall bequests fothe benefitof the "SecondPoor," &
term applied to those in pogircumstancesvho werenot in receipt ¢
parish relief. Among the parigfiocuments of \Wdmore is a anuscrip
list of 1729 whichrecordsthe names of persons whwd, at variog
times, made bequests of from £5820 to the poorincluding those 6
Mrs. Mary Downton(wife of a former Vicar) who left £20 for the
benefit of poor widows, and Robert Ivylealy, whom a similar amoun
was bequeathed toprovide bread. Mny such bequestswere mad
throughout thdater years ofthe 18th century and anotherlist heade
"Wedmore Charities asrecorded inthe Parish Accounts, 1767-1839,
gives the names of twenty-three such benefactors.

It was the usuapractice ofthe ParishOfficers to lendthe capitd
sums of thesdequests taesponsible local peopknd todistribute th
annual interest to thdeservingpoor. Under such a systenthere wa
always therisk thatthe capitalsums might be lost through trdeath
bankruptcy or dishonesty of persons to whom thagbeenlent, and
is obvious that there was sething that requiredxplanation inAugust
1786, when theChurchwardensalled ameeting "toobtain informatiar
of all CharitableDonations given byDeed or Wil for the benefit b
poor persons belonging the parishand also in whosehands suc
Donations were vested," and that at a Vebtrl in December] 788, |
was ordered"That the Officers apply to theseveralpersons havin
money in theirhandsbelonging to theSecondPoor of thisparish t
give security for the same." This order was probably due tdiivtevey
that a bequest of £100 to the Sec&udr by Mrs. Ann Castleman, wh
had died in 1769, was not in thands ofthe ParishOfficers, for at tl
same Vestry meeting it wakecided totake Counsel's opinion as toeth
recovery of the money. As tmame of Mrs. Castlemaaioesnot appea
in any list of WedmoreCharities, it is to bdearedthat the poomeve
benefitedfrom her gift. Neverthelessthe systempersisted, for at
Vestry of 1799 theChurchwardensnd Overseerswere authorised ¢



receivemoney from persons havintsecondPoor" bequests in thei
hands and to advance the same "on some proper security."

In at leastone instancehere wasundoubtedlynegligence on th
part of the responsiblefficers, for in1715 a loan of £5 wamade ¢
John Tincknell on promisef payment when deanded. Apparently la
was neverasked topay eitherprincipal or interestput in 1769Edwac
Smithfield repaidthe sumadvancedogetherwith interest at 4per cem
for 54 years amounting to £11 2s. 6d. The loss of the legacy of Samue
Vigor of Hemington who, in 1711gave fifty shillings charged o
certain lands in Wedmore félhe schooling of twahildren of Wedmoe
and two children oHemington seems thave beerdue tothe fact tha
no effort wasmade tocollect this moneyuntil 1740, when applicatio
was madefor it and refused.Legal action wastaken againstlosep
Tower in 1763 to obtain tharrearsput it met withno success. Eh
parish, in fact, was a heavy loser through th@eeeedings, as had t
pay an Attorney's bill, of £184 for costs of suit in 1773.

68. THE MANOR OF WEDMORE AND
COURTS-LEET.

After the death of John Barrow in 1853 his widow continued te liv
at the manor-house until her death in 1871 when the Revd.Bhrton
of Islington, as Trustee &fir. Barrow'sWill, sold to Charles Augustu
Homfray "all those the manoriatights belonging tolLordships o
reputed Minors orLordships of Vedmore andChurchland,"togethe
with the manor-house, lawn, gardamd premisegsontaining 6acres an
36 perches, and a close of 25 acres, 1 rooghetGheswhich was partl
pasture and partly plantation landr.Mlomfray appear® haveheld the
propertyuntil 1878, when it was soldo Mr. John Frederick Bailey,
solicitor, in whose family it has since remained.

Courts-Leet, whichwere originally manorial courtdor the trial of
criminal caseswere replaced inlater times by Petty Sessions, tbu
annual meetings of the Court Leet at Wedmore whetd throughout th
19th century,rather to perpetuatan ancient custom thanfor ary
practical purpose. The Lord of tidanor summoned thetwo Portreeve
to collectsome small sums amounting all to £2 11s. 11d. frar
owners of property in the Borough and to pay them to him aGtwg
Hotel on a date named, anddrdered them to warta sufficient numbe
of persons resident in the Borough to appear to daasdiservice at th
Court Leet." The main business of tBeurt was togive warning t
"those who ought talo the same'to cleanse certainvater-courses an
put them ingoodandsufficient repair,and to appoint officers for the
ensuing year, viz.: - two Portreeves, two \ater Baliliffs, two Ale



Comers, two Bread Weighers, and a Hayward. The meetindoli@sec
by a "supper" whickconsisted oftheeseandcelery and drinks, mainy
cider. In 1877 the bhill for these refreshments for fifteerpeopt
amounted to £20s. 6d., but irater years itwasnevermore than £1
12s. 6d.,even whenthe number whaattendedwas eighteen. Supper
were charged add. perhead andirinks were accountable fothe rest 6
the bill.

All manorial rights were abolished byan Act of 1922, butbefore
that datethe CourtLeet at Wedmore hadbeen discontinued. In 193
Mrs. J. C.Smith of the Manor Housepresented tothe Church th
ancient weaponswvhich the Portreeveshad carried onceremonih
occasionsand assigns of theirauthority to collect small dues fraor
proprietors of travelling shows who wished to take up their standsin th
Borough. Two ofthese"weapons"are now fixed abovethe door of tte
"Old Chapel" in WdmoreChurch. ThePortreevesand the Haywac
(whose duty it was to impound stray animals) were the only members o
the Court whose duties survived the 19th century.

69. DESTRUCTION OF VERMIN.

In many countryparishes over dong period of time, whicl
extended into the 19th century, it was firactice ofthe Churchwarden
to encouragehe destruction ofcreaturesvhich thefarmers believed di
harm to their cropslassed asvermin" by makingpayments forthei
dead bodies. The practice begarthie reign ofHenry VIl under an At
of 1533, which orderedeachparish toprovideitself with a netfor the
destruction, of rooks, crows, and choughs, owner of the manor bein
required topay twopence tothe ParishOfficers for every twelve birds
destroyed. INL566 this, Act wasextended tancludeall kinds of birds
andother vermin. The Actsvererenewedfrom time to timeand wee
not finally repealed until 1863.

Records earliethan those of the 18tleentury havenot bee
preserved atWedmore but the Churchwardensiccounts ofthat pericc
show that"nearly everybody inthe parish seems tbave added to f
income by slayingpole-cats stoats, hedgehogssparrows,joys (jays)
andpie-magots (ragpies)andlaying them at theChurchwardens' feét.
The scale of payments was 4d. égpolecat, 2d. foa stoat othedgehog
1 d. for ajay or magpie,and 2d. a dozen for sparrows.In 1716 ¢
shilling, was paid for a foxand in 1720 Henry Tuckermeceived3s. 4d
for killing an otter. Polecats were evidently numerous at that time€ as 7
werekilled in the parish in1720. By 1733 theprice for sparrows ka
beenincreased tdd. adozen and irthat year nofewerthan 230dozer
were accounted for.



A century later thergverestill somepolecats in theparish as th
Churchwardens' Accounts for 1824-5 include an item "Paid for pole-cats
hedgehogs and sparrows, 5s. 24t"a Vestry Meetindheld onthe 20t
August 1841, theChurchwardensvere authorised topay a farthinge
headfor sparrowsandwith this encouragementore than2,000 wee
destroyeceveryyear,and in 1845 the number wa8,908. Yet despit
these stenmeasureghe cheerful chirping of sparrowsstill persists
hedgehogsind magpiesare by homeansrare, and foxes and otters &t
still hunted. Polecats,however,are nolonger to be metwvith in the
County of Somerset.

70. CHURCH SERVICES IN THE 19TH CENTURY.

In the early years ofthe 19th centurythe services in VEdmoE
Churchwere few innumberand, forthe most partwere unrelieved §
music; but in 181Wwhen theRevd. JohrRichards,who alreadyheld ¢
living in Bath, was als@ppointed Vicar oiVedmore, helelegated Hhi
Wedmoreduties to aresidentcurate,the Revd. W.B. Cattell, an
directed him to conducin afternoon serviceachSunday inaddition t
the morning service which had been customary. Thisarrangemen
continueduntil the death of M. Richards in1825, but following th
appointment of the Revdlohn Kempthorne tothe Vicarage in 182
further changesook place,for almost immediately eveningservica
were started, and 828 abarrel organwas placed inthe galleryof the
church on which tunes for the metrical psalms were played. Many of th
parishionergrotested atheseinnovations, but Mr.Kempthorne dae
not seem tohave been undulyperturbed byopposition. Heremaine
Vicar until his death in 1876 and it was in his time thatlhsel orga
was replaced by a two-manuallli® organ andhe west gallenenlarge
for its accommodation. Whethe gallery was takedown in 1881 tte
organ wagemoved tothe northtranseptwhere it has sinceremained
although its position there has been changed on several occasions.

During the incumbency ofthe Revd. S. H.A. Hervey, wit
succeeded Mr. Kempthorne as Vicar, the sacramadblyf Communia
continued to be administered only on four or five occaseathyear: i
was notuntil 1898, underhis successor, th&evd. JoseplByrchmoor
that theservicewas said onall Sundaysand onthe GreatFestivals
About the same time surplicegere providedor the, choir-men, but i
was, not until WhitSunday,1904, that thewore cassocksSullivant
"Church Hymns" wasused during Mr. Hervey'stime, but in 19@
"Hymns Ancient and Modern" replaced thider book. It if interest ¢
note that in 1901 the organistceived arannual remuneratioof £13
5s., and the organ-blower £1 10s.



71. LATER CHARITABLE BEQUESTS.

Bequestsfor the benefit ofthe poor of Vdmore,and for othe
charitable purposes, continued during the 19th century, one tarijes
being that of Mr. JosepWollen, who left £1,000 tgrovide clothing
for the poor and £200 fahe Church Schoadh 1845. Otherbenefactar
were Mr. William Edwards in 186Mrs. Mary Culverwell in 1875, an
Mr. George Pople in 1878,the Church Schoobnd the Coal an
Clothing Clubbeing the principatecipients oftheir gifts. Mr. Jame
Toogood, whodied in 1856, bequeathedive acres ofpastureland ir
Weare,the rent from which was to besed evernyChristmas time i
purchasing six large Bibles for the paand in gifts of fifteen shillings
each tothe threemen andthreewomen whohadbeenmost regular i
attendance at church, and to the three laoythreegirls who had mad
most progress at the Church School.

In 1835 Mrs. Anne Lewis left £100 invested in the Wallgnpike
Trust the interest from which was to be divided annuadifweentwenty
poor persons whbadnot receivedparochial relief duringhe precediig
year, but unfortunately when the Trust wissolved in1880 only £4
of the money was forthcoming. Bequestsnoneyhaveinvariably bee
invested inGovernmeniStocksandthe interest from these investment
is still distributed annually in accordancewith the wishes of th
testators. A scheme was drawn up in 1888erwhich all theparochi&
charities were vested inthe Charity Commissioners, but ¢h
administration is in théiands of docal Committeeof which theVicar
and Churchwardens are ex officio members.

In 1929 the RevdSydenham Hervey, former Vicar, handed ove
to a body of Trustees armmount of £1,200 in Ppercent. War Stdc
from the interest ofvhich first prizes of£20 eachand secondprizes
£5 each were to bawardedeach year tahe two boysandtwo girls
attending the Council Schools whowere judged "not only by
scholarship butby character" to bethe most deserving. Anothe
generousbenefactor tothe parish wasMiss Clara Jane Whitee (
grand-daughter othe Revd. Wlliam White of Sand)who, in 1937
bequeathed &rgesum of money to augment tiséipend ofthe Vicar,
and a plot of land in th8lackford Road as &ecreationGroundfor the
village.

72. RESTORATION OF THE CHURCH.
Late in the 17tlcentury a VestrnfRoom wasbuilt against the eas
wall of the southchapel,and in 1754 a SingersGallery waserected &
the westend of the nave, but withthese exceptions thehurch ¢



Wedmorewas subjected tovery few alterationsuntil June, 1880. A
ambitious plan of'restoration" was thewarriedout underthe directiar
of Mr. E. B. Ferrey, during which the sanctuaryand chancel grourc
levels were altered,the VestryRoom renoved, the westgallery taker
down, thesouth doorway repairedthe old pewsreplaced bynew ones
the three-deckepulpit dismantledandits canopydiscarded, anthe fon
moved from the westnd of thesouth aisle to theouthchapel. At tl
same time the rough-cast which had bglaced on thexteriorwalls ir
1825 was removed, and the whitewash cleaned off the interior walls.

It is questionable whetheall thesechangeswere improvements
but the removal of the VestRoom was certainly justified. Although i
had been built for Vestrivieetings itwas seldonusedfor that purpos
as a room in the Poor House waservedfor such meetings,and o
many occasionghey were held inthe churchConsequently th&estry
Room became aepository forlumber, and during the 18thcentury i
had sometimesbeenused as dock-up for persons whevere insane
Richard Carver of Bridgwater, who erected Theale Chapelrétadit the
room in 1828andfor a few years aftetthat date it was usedfor its
original purpose.

During therestoration of thehurch severainterestingdiscoverie
were made.The removal ofthe whitewashon the wall north of th
chancel arch brought to light the ancient painting of St. Christopher; th
pre-Reformation altar-stone wdeund under the chancel floor; the
doorway and windows onthe westside of the "Old Chapel" wet
uncovered, and ahe castend ofthe northchapel asmall opening wa
unblockedwhich for manyyearshad beenhidden behind the Hodge
monument, and a window inserted.

In the tower of WedmoreChurch eight bells hang. Two of these
probably dating from Stuart times, wesscast in1705, two more wer
added in1772, one in 1775andone in 1801. In 1881 twadditiond
bells were bought and @dock with chimes waplaced inthe tower ou
of the sum subscribed for the restoration of the church stdieedglas
in the eastwindow was donated in1887, and in 1890 the Alfrec
Memorial window, which also commemorateshe Jubilee ofQuee
Victoria, was erected by public subscription.

73. AMEMORABLE VICAR.

Of all the Vicars of Wedmorethe name ofSydenhamHenry
Augustus Hervey, who held tHiring from 1876 to 1898, is the mios
likely to be remembered oraccount ofhis strong personality, i
amazingmentaland physical energyand his greatcontribution to th
welfare ofthe village. He was théhird son of Lord Arthur Charle



Hervey, Bishop ofBath and Wells, by whom he waappointed to th
Vicarage of Wedmore in thg0th year ofhis age. Without loss of tien
he issued an appeal for furfds the restoration of thehurchwhich me
with so good a response that the work was begun in &8806omplete
in the following year. In 1878, after the celebration ofthe 1,000t
anniversary othe Peace of Wedmordhe led a party of excavators ta
Court Garden, Mudgley, wherevias then believethat King Alfred ha
lived, and in 1881 he published thefirst number of the "Wdmoe
Chronicle," which, beingontinued atintervalsuntil he left the parid
in 1898, made a valuable contribution to the histamygarchaeology o
the village.

During his time at Wdmore Mr. Hervey also carried out the
onerousand exactingtask oftranscribing theParish Registers, makin
extractsfrom the erratically-recorded hhutes of Vestriesand from the
scarcely-legible diary of Dr. John Westover. Thesdentaryoccupation
were relieved bymuch physicalexercise, for Mr.Hervey was agrea
walker, an enthusiastic member of the village CricRetb, and, in ht
younger days, an excelletgnnis player. That music was one of hi
principal interests igvidentfrom the pages ofthe "Chronicle"whes
many of his favourite hymn-tunesgere printedand in which hehad tle
temerity toremark:"Organistsare not careful enough about how the
accompanythey accompanytoo much,neverletting thevoices singe
single syllable without them; thewccompanytoo loud, drownirg
instead ofaccompanyinghe singing." Hewas also thefounder of th
Isle of Wedmore Musical Societyhich, for many yeardjeld anAnnud
Festival at which the music rendered was of a sighdard. As atrorg
Liberal in politics in a constituency which wastraditionally
Conservative he incurretthe displeasure ofome of hisparishioners ¥
his uncompromising attitude, but he never lost their respect.

Although he was only 53ears of agewhen heresigned th
Vicarage of Védmore, Mr. Herveylid not continuehis ministry in th
Church but devoted the remaining yearshisf long life toresearchesi
local history and genealogpatrticularly in connectionvith the Suffok
families from whom he claimed descent. dled atBexhill on Februay
4th, 1946, in the 100th year of his age; he was unmarried.

74. THE POPULATION DECLINES.

The gradual fall in the population of Wedmore from geakfigure
of 3,995 in 1841 t®,382 in1921 wasdue to avariety of causes
which the most potentwas the decline in British agriculture whick
began in1846 with therepeal ofthe CornLaws and continued mar
rapidly after1870, when American corrbegan to be imported itarge



guantities under theystem of Fredrade. Many farm labourers finding
their occupation gone or theivagesreducedsought workin the town
or went overseas. The Vestry iNutes of Wedmore shew that th
emigration of poor persons wascouragedror in 1842 it wasagree
that £20should bepaid out of the Poor Rate tdefraythe expensesfo
James Reeves with higife andfamily to Canadaandthat £25shout
be paid from the samesource"as a contribution for defraying th
expensef poor persons having settlements in the paaisti beirc
willing to emigrate." In 1850 aate of3d. in the £ wagroposed fo
raising money to assist emigrants, but the matter was postponed:zas on
show of hands there was an equal vote."

A contributory cause of Védmore's decline ipopulation was th
absence of any industry in the villagadits distancefrom the railway,
for the Bristol to Exeter section of theGreat WesterrRailway whict
was opened in 1844 was laid on the leyeundten miles north of th
village with Highbridge asthe neareststation. Consequently, athei
was then ndus service, thevillage was toadisolated to compete as
place ofresidencewith others moreconveniently situated. Iis nd
surprising,therefore that in 1901 the number ahhabitedhouses ri
Wedmore,Thealand Blackford had declined ®59 comparedwith 701
seventyyears earlierandthat the majority of the houses natandirg
were built in the first half of the 19tbentury wherthe population wa
steadily increasing.
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